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[ Abstract] Since the Reform and Opening-up in mainland China in the
1980s, more and more scholars have been studying the history of cultural
exchanges between China and the West. Many have discussed the role of
the Jesuits in the late Ming Dynasty. Among them, the most attention-
grabbing and studied figure is probably Matteo Ricci. It thus leads to the
call from some scholars to pay attention to other lesser-known missionaries
or religious orders. However, since the Holy See has begun the canonization
process of Matteo Ricci recently, he has once again become the subject of
attention. It should be noted that this article cannot completely present all

the evaluations of Ricci's cultural strategies throughout history. Instead, it
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selects more representative examples from different periods, mainly to
explore the background of these evaluations. These evaluations, from the
time of Ricci to the modern era, come not only from outside the Church but
also from within. The article points out that these evaluations have their own
political and cultural backgrounds, while it also shows that Ricci was a
cultural figure limited by his times. These discussions may help us gain a
deeper understanding of Ricci and his influence and also reveal the political

and socio-cultural factors behind these evaluations.
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