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Editors’ Word

Essays of this issue are drawn mainly from the papers presented at the
Conference on Matteo Ricci — Inspiration from an Iconic Missionary held by
the Centre for Catholic Studies of The Chinese University of Hong Kong on
May 11-12, 2023. In addition, we also include two other essays on the same

theme and a book review.

The first article in this issue is “The Saintly Virtues of Matteo Ricci as
Seen in the Letters of the Venerable” by Fr. Robert Ng, S.J. Regarding the
contemporary East and West cultural exchange, Matteo Ricci made an
irreplaceable contribution. It is commonly accepted in both Chinese and
overseas academic circles. Fr. Ng pointed out in his article, however, that “Ricci
is declared as a Venerable by the Catholic Church, not because of his cultural
contribution but rather on his virtue as a model for the Catholic faithful. His
virtue has been reflected from his whole life, from the accreditation by other

people, and from his writing and letters.”

Rather than giving a general admiration, Fr. Ng carried out a thorough study
on Riccei’s work and his 54 letters to his superiors in Europe, his family members
and friends and restructured a 3-dimensional image of Ricci. In the last section
of his paper, Fr. Ng followed the three different aspects of Jesuits’ spirituality,
namely Obedience, Humbleness and Discernment of Spirit, and analyzed the
deepness of Matteo’s virtue. Interestingly enough, when I repeated reading Fr.
Ng’s paper, I also found that Fr. Ng himself'is rich in these three spiritual aspects.

Perhaps our readers might have similar feelings after reading it.

The paper co-written by Stephan Rothlin and Dennis McCann titled
“The Ricci Paradigm of Dialogue and Catholic Social Teaching in and

10
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for China” is an innovative research approach toward the typical Ricci
mentality on religious dialogue. Obviously, the two scholars do not avoid
the typical understanding of Ricci’s missionary approach, such as his actual
dialogues appeal to the Confucian classics, to detach them from what he
considered the metaphysical errors of Buddhism (5 {3 #{1{#) and neo-
Confucianism. He sought to define the common ground shared by
Confucian and Roman Catholic morality. (p.37) But from the development
of Catholic Social Teachings, the two scholars built a new platform to
enhance the dialogue between Buddhism and Ricci’s paradigm in the light

of modernity.

The following one is the paper titled “A Preliminary Study of the
Evaluations on Matteo Ricci’s Cultural Strategy” by Professor Ku Wei-ying.
Ku is very humble and classifies his paper only as a preliminary study, but
the paper, actually, can be treated as a full assessment, covering most of the
positive and negative critics on Matteo Ricci’s contributions as well as
weaknesses in cultural exchange. The author takes the cultural missionary
characteristics of Ricci as the discussion framework, focusing especially on
the “Silent Missiology” (Igi={{##£) to create a trans-centurial and multi-

dimensional platform of Dialogue.

As Professor Ku mentioned, Matteo Ricci in the late Ming Dynasty
could be counted as living in a multi-level cosmology, where Ricci had to
change frequently his identity as a monastic member, as an Italian, as a
Westerner in China, as a person-in-charge of the religious congregation in
the locality, as a clergyman and as a scientist. His words and acts have
different appearances in different cosmos. And there are very often different,
or even contradictory, interpretations. Surely, this paper is very helpful for

those who already have a fixed image of Ricci, no matter whether such an

11
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image is positive or negative, to dig deeper into their understanding of
Matteo Ricci.

The “Bible Translation and Cross-culture Evangelization—
Enlightenment from Father Matteo Ricci’s Missionary Strategy” by Fr. Jing
Baolu is a paper discussing the interaction between the language and culture
of the preacher (the first culture) and those of the listener (the second
culture). With the interpretation of the listener during the process of
acceptance, Fr. Jing searched out different kinds of difficulties in biblical
translation. Through the above analysis, the reader can understand the
translation strategies applied by Matteo Ricci, such as working with
Confucius learning (&%) and supplementing Confucius learning (%)
then eventually reaching the ultimate aim of surpassing Confucius learning
(#81%) and consolidate the self-identity.

“The Chinese Rite Controversy: Discussion Starting from Matteo
Ricci” by Fr. Thierry Meynard is an in-depth interpretation of this issue,
which should be considered the most heart-breaking event in the history of
Catholic evangelization in the East. Professor Meynard also cited many
lately found material from the 17" century personal correspondence so that

his elaboration became 3-dimensional.

The next paper is “A Perspective of Matteo Ricci’s Cultural
Evangelization: An Integrated Vision of Vatican II, Pope Francis and Sima
Qian” by Professor Edmund Kwok. Kwok matches his hermeneutic approach
with the perspective of Sima Qian’s famous historiography framework on
“studying the relationship between heaven and man, understanding the changes
of the past and present, and forming one’s own thinking system” in his “Letter
to Ren An.” From this, he analyzed systematically the historical meaning of the

cultural evangelization done by Matteo Ricci. Through the paradigm of

12
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dialogue established in the Second Vatican Council and the globalization
concern enhanced by Pope Francis, Kwok also accredits the contribution of

Ricci’s cultural evangelization.

“‘Close a Contract, Pay Money and Stamp the Seal:” An Analysis of
Matteo Ricci’s Principle and Characteristics in Registering a Deed” by
Professor Kang Zhijie is a paper with a very interesting but long-neglected
topic: the financial management and the taxation problem faced by
missionaries in China. Just as Kang mentioned in the paper, following his
approach towards inland China, Matteo alerted that he should find a reliable
person to help him obtain the valid “Red Deed,” which can guarantee the
reliability and the validity of the purchasing contract, so that the ownership
of the related Church property is legal and secured.

“An Iconographic and Scriptural Study of the Christian Prints in the
Chengshi moyuan (F2(52%4)” by Chen Hu is a 17,000-word long article
exploring the understanding and interpretation of the meaning of Christian
artworks and the problems emerged during the re-printing process of such

Western engraving works.

Chengshi Moyuan was compiled by Cheng Dayue (f2 K &Y), a
prominent merchant leader in the Ink Cake manufacturing business. It is
generally treasured as one of the top Collections of Engraving Printing in
the Ming Dynasty. There are four re-engraved Biblical story plates with
captions in both Chinese and Romanization Pinyin done by Matteo Ricci.
Such re-engraving work is historically the first tier of Western religious

artwork entering Chinese civil society.

Last but not least, Dr. Sun Xuyi pointed out in his article “The Deep
Friendship between Matteo Ricci and Xu Guangqi” that their friendship can

be credited as a great model in the contemporary history of evangelization

13
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work. He highlighted the encounter between Ricci and Xu put the different
fields of scientific study, rational thinking and Catholic faith into a brilliant
match. They not only taught us with their wisdom but also witnessed the

great love for the Truth in their lives.

Dr. Lam Sui Ki, Anthony
July 19, 2024

14
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[ Abstract] Where countless articles have been written about Matteo
Ricci’s contribution to cultural exchanges between the East and the West,
the Church proclaims him ‘“Venerable” is not based solely on his
contribution to cultural thoughts or the introduction of Western learning to
the Chinese but due to his saintly virtues that make him a worthy model for
Christians today. This article analyzes his virtues from 54 letters he left
behind. These letters were written by Ricci from 1580 in Cochinchina to
1609 in Beijing, primarily addressed to the Superior General of the Society
of Jesus and his confreres, while some were written to his father, brothers
and benefactors. From a human perspective, Matteo Ricci was an emotional
person who valued highly family affection and friendship. He was gentle
and kind, with a sense of justice. He was also a humble and loyal person
who did not engage in falsehoods. From a spiritual perspective, he had the
spirit of a missionary and was willing to work hard for evangelization, even
unto martyrdom, and finally worked until his death. He longed for the
conversion of the Chinese, and in nearly hopeless circumstances, he relied
entirely on the Lord. As a Jesuit, he obeyed his superiors. In his missionary
works, he demonstrated the spirit of Ignatian discernment by following the
guidance of the Holy Spirit. The saintly virtues displayed by the Venerable
served an exemplary model during his time and continue to provide

valuable insights for future generations.
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The Ricci Paradigm of Dialogue
and Catholic Social Teaching in and for China

Stephan Rothlin and Dennis McCann

Dedication: We dedicate this piece to our beloved colleague and friend,
Professor Yang Hengda (Renmin University, Beijing), with whom we were
privileged to carry on dialogue inspired by the Ricci Paradigm. Yang passed

away on July 12, 2023, and we miss him very much.

[ Abstract ] This article focuses mainly on the spiritual world and
dialogue of Matteo Ricci, a boundless traveler who navigates culture,
philosophy, spirituality and natural science. This article looks at this
spiritual world from the perspective of the modern Chinese situation to
provide an in-depth explanation of the most important concepts and cases
of Catholic Social Teachings: such as the theory of shared values, the
consumer movement, fair labor conditions, respect for the interests of all
stakeholders, trust and reliability of critical choices, and anti-corruption.
According to Matteo Ricci’s spirit, today’s Catholic Social Teaching can
definitely point out a direction for China, which is passing from economic

development to sustainable economic development.
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Recently, during his visit to Mongolia from 31 August through 4
September 2023, Pope Francis made a statement developing his thoughts
on interreligious and cross-cultural dialogue where “he called himself one
of the ‘humble heirs’ of ancient schools of wisdom and quoted the
Buddha.” ! At the gathering for Catholic Mass attended by “leaders
representing Mongolian Buddhists, Muslims, Jews, evangelical and
Orthodox Christians, Mormons, Hindus, Shintos, Bahais and shamans,”? he

b

stressed “harmony” as the outcome of interreligious and cross-cultural
dialogue. Clarifying the meaning of such harmony, Pope Francis declared
that it is “that special relationship born of the creative interplay of differing
realities, without imposition or amalgamation, but with complete respect for
their differences, in view of a serene life in common,” and contrasted it with
“narrowness, unilateral imposition, fundamentalism and ideological
constraint [which] destroy fraternity, fuel tensions and compromise

peace.” Genuine dialogue seeks the opposite of these outcomes:

“The Church today offers the treasure she has received to every
person and culture, in a spirit of openness and in respectful
consideration of what the other religious traditions have to offer.
Dialogue, in fact, is not antithetical to proclamation: it does not
gloss over differences, but helps us to understand them, to preserve

them in their distinctiveness and to discuss them openly for the sake

! Philip Pullella, “Pope Francis and Mongolia's Catholics under one roof at papal Mass,”
Reuters, 3 September 2023: https://www.reuters.com/world/pope-quoting-buddha-urges-
religious-dialogue-fight-fundamentalism-2023-09-03/.

2 Philip Pullella, “Pope Francis and Mongolia's Catholics under one roof at papal Mass.”

3 Pope Francis, “Ecumenical and Interreligious Meeting: Address of his Holiness,” 3
September 2023:
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/speeches/2023/september/documents/202309
03-mongolia-incontro-ecuminter.html.
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of mutual enrichment. In this way, we can discover in our common

humanity, blessed by heaven, the key to our journey on this earth.”

Pope Francis praised the openness to religious diversity that has been
characteristic of Mongolian culture, back to the days when Genghis Khan
ruled from Karakorum. He described “the patrimony of wisdom” that can

be learned from Mongolian culture, praising ten aspects of that patrimony:

“[A] healthy relationship to tradition, despite the temptations of
consumerism; respect for your elders and ancestors — today how
greatly do we need a generational covenant between old and the
young, a dialogue between grandparents and grandchildren! Also,
care for the environment, our common home, another great and
pressing need, for we are in peril. Then too, the value of silence and
the interior life, as a spiritual antidote to so many ills in today’s
world. Also, a healthy sense of frugality; the value of hospitality;
the ability to resist attachment to material objects; the solidarity
born of a culture of interpersonal bonds; and respect for simplicity.
Finally, a certain existential pragmatism that tenaciously pursues
the good of individuals and of the community. These ten aspects
are some elements of the patrimony of wisdom that this country is

able to offer to the world.”?

His discernment of Mongolia’s legacy of values resonates with key
points that he has presented throughout his papacy, for example, his
emphasis on cultivating “the interior life,” as in Evangelii Gaudium (2013),

or “care for the environment, our common home,” as in Laudato Si’ (2015),

4 Pope Francis, “Ecumenical and Interreligious Meeting: Address of his Holiness.”
3 Pope Francis, “Ecumenical and Interreligious Meeting: Address of his Holiness.”
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and “the value of hospitality,” and “the solidarity born of a culture of
interpersonal bonds,” as in Fratelli Tutti (2020).

In what follows, we hope to explore further the roots of Pope Francis’
understanding of dialogue, particularly following in the footsteps of the
Jesuit missionaries to China and east Asia. We see in Pope Francis’
exhortation in Ulaanbaatar, a further development of what we call “The
Ricci Paradigm” in honor of the pioneering leadership of Matteo Ricci, SJ,
who in the 16" century first made similar efforts in China. In Ricci’s
dialogues with the Confucian literati whom he encountered there, he
expressed similar admiration for “the patrimony of wisdom” he discovered
in the Chinese people and the moral teachings of Confucius. Exploring this
patrimony, we will argue, remains a promising way to show the harmony
that exists between the basic principles of Catholic Social Teaching (CST)
and the Confucian ideal of moral leadership, the Junzi. From this common
ground, these two traditions, eyeing each other with mutual respect, may

continue their dialogue about the Way forward for China’s development.

Part One:
The Ricci Paradigm of Cross-Cultural Dialogue and its Origins

Over the course of his mission in China (1583-1610), Matteo Ricci
engaged in various dialogues with Chinese literati, including prominent
Buddhists. He reconstructed these conversations in his essay, The True
Meaning of the Lord of Heaven, written in Chinese and first published in
1603. The eight chapters of that essay are properly regarded as a “pre-
evangelical dialogue” since they feature exchanges that “allow for
philosophical consideration, explanation, or proof—such as the existence
of God, nature and the act of creation, the difference between the human

soul and the souls of birds and animals, and the immortality of the human
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soul.”® From The True Meaning of the Lord of Heaven, one can infer what
Ricci meant by dialogue, what he hoped to accomplish through dialogue,

and its limits.
Elements of The Ricci Paradigm

The “Ricci Paradigm” is an attempt to highlight the chief features of
Ricci’s practice of dialogue, as evident in The True Meaning of the Lord of

Heaven (1603). Here is an outline of them:

*  Dialogue is based on trust or mutual respect. The parties to a dialogue

must be sincere in the classical Confucian sense.

*  Dialogue is meant to pursue the truth, on the assumption that goodness

can be enhanced through the mutual recognition of truth.

*  Dialogue ultimately therefore is about self-cultivation. The recognition
of truth is transformative. It is not about winning an argument for the sake

of winning an argument.

*  Dialogue embodies civility even at points when disagreement cannot

be overcome.

*  Dialogue seeks to achieve consensus about the truth which is mutually

recognized.

*  Correct philosophical reasoning involves not only the verification of
empirical facts, based on observation and inference, but also in cases where
basic principles must be clarified, it also involves appeals to common sense,

as well as to practical experience.

6 Matteo Ricci (1603), The True Meaning of the Lord of Heaven, ed. Menard, T., trans. D.
Lancashire and Hu Kuo-chen, P (Boston: Institute for Advanced Jesuit Studies, 2016), p.7.
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*  The recognition of basic principles may involve appeals to logic,
particularly the demonstration of the absurdity (reductio ad absurdum) of
false assumptions, faulty metaphysical speculations, whose errors can be
seen by examining their practical consequences, that is, their tendency to

subvert morality and the practice of virtue.

*  Ricci’s practice of dialogue thus may be recognized as Socratic,

involving many points of insight like those evident in Plato’s dialogues.

*  Dialogue, in the Ricci paradigm, thus is an exercise in self-cultivation,
undertaken by friends who trust each other enough to mutually expose
fallacies of self-contradiction, wishful thinking, and uncritical acceptance

of traditions that need to be questioned.
Following The Ricci Paradigm Today

*  Ricci’s actual dialogues appeal to the Confucian classics, to detach
them from what he considered the metaphysical errors of Buddhism and
neo-Confucianism. He sought to define the common ground shared by

Confucian and Roman Catholic morality.

*  Following in Ricci’s footsteps, the dialogue today should focus on the
convergences between Catholic Social Teaching and the retrieval of
Confucian values evident, for example, in discussions of Confucian

Entrepreneurship.

* In what follows, we will outline the convergences that our work in
China has identified.
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Part Two:
Catholic Social Teaching Insights/ Vocation of the Business Leader

Principles of Catholic Social Teaching

Catholic Social Teaching (CST) does not become a major theme until
nearly 400 years after Matteo Ricci’s mission in China. It is the Church’s
response to dramatic social changes in Europe, provoked by the Protestant
Reformation, the Enlightenment, the French Revolution, and their aftermath.
Initially, the Church was resistant to such changes, but with the progressive
success of the Industrial Revolution even in countries still counting a
Catholic majority, such as Italy and Spain, Pope Leo XIII pioneered a
different approach, starting with his encyclical letter, aptly named Rerum
Novarum (1891).

In this encyclical letter, Pope Leo XIII recognized that modernization
was a mixed blessing that required constructive engagement if European
societies were to avoid disintegration. Rerum Novarum began a process in
which the basic tenets of Catholic moral teaching were to be applied
creatively to solving the pressing social issues, beginning with the question
of organized labour. Rerum Novarum was so significant that its
anniversaries became the occasion for further encyclical letters, (for
example, Quadragesimo Anno 1931, Mater et Magistra 1961, Centesimus
Annus 1991, etc.) updating its teachings, and broadening their relevance on
a range of issues well beyond the labour question and expanding their
concern from Europe to the whole world. The latest in this series are Pope
Benedict XVI’s Caritas in Veritate 2009, and Pope Francis’ Fratelli Tutti
2020.

To be sure, there was remarkable continuity in the principles and

values invoked in these milestones of CST. But in 2004, the Pontifical
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Council for Justice and Peace issued the Compendium of the Social
Doctrine of the Church” which laid out systematically the basic principles
animating the teachings of the various CST documents. Here are the
principles cited in the Compendium: “160: The permanent principles of the
Church's social doctrine constitute the very heart of Catholic Social
Teaching. These are the principles of: the dignity of the human
person, ...which is the foundation of all the other principles and content of
the Church's social doctrine: the common good, subsidiarity, and solidarity.”

Here are brief descriptions of these principles:

Human Dignity: “Being in the image of God the human individual
possesses the dignity of a person, who is not just something, but someone.”
(Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC), 357). Here is Pope Francis’
comment: “My words are not those of a foe or an opponent. I am interested
only in helping those who are in thrall to an individualistic, indifferent and
self-centered mentality to be freed from those unworthy chains and to attain
a way of living and thinking which is more humane, noble and fruitful, and
which will bring dignity to their presence on this earth.” (Pope Francis,

Evangelii Gaudium, par. 208)

The Common Good: “The sum total of conditions of social living,
whereby persons are enabled more fully and readily to achieve their own
perfection.” (Mater et Magistra, 1961, no. 65). Pope Francis comments:
“The coronavirus is showing us that each person’s true good is a common
good, not only individual, and, vice versa, the common good is a true good
for the person. If a person only seeks his or her own good, that person is

selfish. Instead, a person is more of a person when his or her own good is

7 Pontifical Council Justitia et Pax, Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church, 2004:
https://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/pontifical councils/justpeace/documents/rc_pc_justpe
ace_doc 20060526 compendio-dott-soc_en.html.
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open to everyone, when it is shared. Health, in addition to being an
individual good, is also a public good. A healthy society is one that takes
care of everyone’s health.” (Pope Francis, General Audience, 9 September
2020)

Solidarity: “[Solidarity] is a firm and persevering determination to
commit oneself to the common good; that is to say, to the good of all and
of each individual, because we are all really responsible for all.” (Sollicitudo
Rei Socialis, 1987, no. 38). Here is Pope Francis’ comment: “Understood
in this way, solidarity represents the moral and social attitude which best
corresponds to an awareness of the scourges of our own day, and to the
growing interdependence, especially in a globalized world, between the
lives of given individuals and communities and those of other men and
women in the rest of the world.” (Pope Francis, World Day of Peace, 1
January 2016)

Subsidiarity: “A community of a higher order should not interfere in
the internal life of a community of a lower order, depriving the latter of its
functions, but rather should support it in case of need and help to co-ordinate
its activity with the activities of the rest of society, always with a view to
the common good.” (Centesimus Annus,1991, no.48). Again, from Pope
Francis: “Everyone needs to have the possibility of assuming their own
responsibility in the healing processes of the society of which they are a part.
When a project is launched that directly or indirectly touches certain social
groups, these groups cannot be left out from participating — for example:
“What do you do?” — “I go to work with the poor,” — “Beautiful. And what
do you do?” — “I teach the poor; I tell the poor what they have to do.” No,
this doesn’t work. The first step is to allow the poor to tell you how they
live, what they need: Let everyone speak! And this is how the principle of
subsidiarity works.” (Pope Francis, General Audience, 23 September 2020)
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The application of these four principles is guided by the Church’s
understanding of the four Cardinal Virtues, inherited from classical
Hellenistic philosophy. Notable for CST are Prudence — “the virtue that
disposes practical reason to discern our true good in every circumstance and
to choose the right means of achieving it” (CCC, 1806) — and Justice — “the
moral virtue that consists in the constant and firm will to give their due to
God and neighbor.” (CCC, 1807). The Compendium’s recognition of the
indispensable role of cultivating “moral and social virtues” (Compendium,
19) for practicing the principles of CST is one of the points where CST and
Confucian teaching converge. The notion of leadership expressed in the
Confucian ideal of the Junzi, as we shall see, clearly resonates with CST’s
vision of how society may be transformed through the consistent

observance of these principles.
CST’s Application of its Principles

A recent document of the Dicastery for Promoting Integral Human
Development (formerly known as the Pontifical Council for Justice and
Peace), published in 15 languages including Chinese, The Vocation of the
Business Leader: A Reflection (2018), is a useful example of how CST
applies its principles, in this case its hopes regarding moral leadership and

its practical implications for business.?

The Vocation of the Business Leader (VBL) is offered as a “vade-
mecum” for businessmen and women, and a handbook for instruction in
schools and universities, promoting CST’s practical principles for those

who would exercise leadership in achieving the common good. The

8 The convergences between CST’s understanding of Vocation and Confucian Teaching is
explored in Dennis McCann’s essay, “Christian ‘Vocation’ and Confucian ‘Tianming” (°K.
f7): Negotiating the Boundaries of Transcendence and Immanence in International Business

Ethics,” published in Purushartha: A Journal of Management, Spirituality, and Ethics, Vol
V, No 2 (2012): pp.17-33.
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document is structured following the model of the Catholic Action
Movement (See — Judge — Act), offering a coherent vision of the challenges
faced by business leaders today, and the choices they make in responding
to them. “Seeing,” of course, refers to the process of discerning the
trendlines of development occurring in our world. “Judging” means
identifying the challenges discerned and referencing the moral principles
indispensable for addressing them. “Acting” means developing practical
strategies that will improve the situations highlighted. Here are the most

salient of these points:
Seeing: Globalisation

“Globalisation has brought efficiency and extraordinary new
opportunities to businesses, but the drawbacks include greater
inequality, economic dislocation, cultural homogeneity and the

inability of governments to properly regulate capital flows.” (VBL, p.4)
Seeing: Communications and computing technology

“Communications and computing technology have enabled
connectivity, new solutions and products and lower costs, but their
amazing velocity also bring information overload and rushed
decision-making.” (VBL, p.4)

Seeing: Financialisation

“Financialisation of business worldwide has intensified tendencies
to commoditise the goals of work and to emphasize wealth
maximisation and short-term gains at the expense of working for
the common good.” (VBL, p.4)
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Seeing: Environmental awareness

“Environmental awareness has brought a growing ecological
consciousness within business, but there still exists a growing
consumerism and “throwaway” culture that damages nature both in

its physical and human dimensions. (VBL, p.4)
Seeing: Cultural changes

“Cultural changes of our era have led to increased individualism,
more family breakdowns and utilitarian preoccupations with self
and “what is good for me.” As a result, we have more private goods

but are lacking significantly in common goods.” (VBL, p.4)
Judging: Business leaders are called to...

“produce goods and services that meet genuine human needs and
serve the common good, while taking responsibility for the social
and environmental costs of production and the supply chain and
distribution and watching for opportunities to serve the poor.”
(VBL, p.5)

Judging: Business leaders are called to...

“organise productive and meaningful work by recognising the
dignity of employees and their right and duty to flourish in their
work (work is for the person rather than the other way around), and
by structuring workplaces with subsidiarity that designs, equips and

trusts employees to do their best work.” (VBL, p.5)
Judging: Business leaders are called to...

“use resources wisely in order to create both profit and well-being,

to produce sustainable wealth and to distribute it justly (a just wage
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for employees, just prices for customers and suppliers, just taxes

for the community, and just returns for owners).” (VBL, p.5)
Acting:

“The Church calls upon business leaders to receive—humbly
acknowledging what God has done for them—and to give—
entering into communion with others to make the world a better
place. Practical wisdom informs their approach to business and
strengthens business leaders to respond to the world’s challenges
not with fear or cynicism, but with the virtues of faith, hope, and
love.” (VBL, p.5)

Part Three:
The Risk of Living a “Divided Life”

The VBL document begins to personalise the insights developed in the
“See-Judge-Act” method by contrasting the faith and action of a good

business leader with the risk of a divided life:

“Obstacles to serving the common good come in many forms —
corruption, absence of rule of law, tendencies towards greed, and poor
stewardship of resources — but the most significant for a business
leader on a personal level is leading a divided life. This split between
faith and daily business practice can lead to imbalances and misplaced

devotion to worldly success.” (VBL, p. 2)

A “divided life” is a life that is fragmented morally and spiritually:
“The divided life is not unified or integrated: it is fundamentally disordered,
and thus fails to live up to God’s call.” (VBL, p.8) Signs of a “divided life”

are evident when the leader is increasingly alienated from family and other
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essential relations, symptoms of which are “the split between the faith
which many profess and their daily lives.” A “divided life” consists in a
person being internally caught in a conflict between their desire to lead and

the constraints of “business-as-usual”:

“Compartmentalizing the demands of one’s faith from one’s work
in business is a fundamental error that contributes to much of the
damage done by businesses in our world today, including overwork
to the detriment of family or spiritual life, an unhealthy attachment
to power to the detriment of one’s own good, and the abuse of
economic power in order to make even greater economic gains.”
(VBL, p.7)

The VBL document compares the divided life to the Biblical story of
the Israelites” worshipping “the golden calf,” in their anxiety over future
prosperity, once they had been liberated from slavery in Egypt. (Exodus 32:
1-35) The VBL document recognizes that idolatry is a perennial problem,

to which people easily succumb, even in modern times:

“There are many surrogates for the golden calf in modern life. They
emerge when ‘the sole criterion for action in business is thought to be
the maximization of profit;” when technology is pursued for its own
sake; when personal wealth or political influence fails to serve the
common good; or when we appreciate only the utility of creatures and
ignore their dignity. Each of these ‘golden calves’ amounts to a kind of

fixation, usually accompanied by rationalization.” (VBL, p.8)

The VBL’s warning about “the divided life” clearly indicates an
important convergence between CST and Confucian moral philosophy,

which was always aware of the pitfalls of business success. In what follows,
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we will indicate other salient resonances between these two wisdom

traditions.

Part Four:
Exploring Convergences between Catholic Social Teaching

and Confucian Moral Philosophy
Confucianism in the Perspective of Matteo Ricci

Ricci allied himself with those Confucian scholars who wanted to
restore the teachings of the Chinese classics attributed to Confucius, namely,
the Analects, the Great Learning, and the Doctrine of the Mean, as well as
the Mencius. Such a restoration would cleanse Confucian teaching of all
Buddhist innovations which were perceived as distortions by Matteo Ricci.
He believed that these Buddhist concepts not only subverted the critical
realism that Zhu Xi had advocated, but also the moral clarity of Confucian
teaching, which he regarded as most resonant with the Western philosophia
perennis of Plato and Aristotle that the Jesuits taught in the shadow of St.
Thomas Aquinas. Ricci believed that a critical approach to Buddhism would
result not in a narrowly materialistic agnosticism but would clarify the
significance of the Lord of Heaven in grounding all that is true and good in

Confucian teaching.’

Once the Confucian literati had been persuaded to recognize the true

meaning of the Lord of Heaven, Ricci felt that the Way would be open to

° It is debated whether Ricci’s critique of Buddhism, is a violation of his pioneering
understanding of dialogue. Historical research needs to focus on what Ricci’s actual
experience of Buddhism was in the early 17" century, how it was viewed by his dialogue
partners among the Chinese literati, and how he understood his Christian mission in China.
Ricci may have been correct in his assessment of Buddhism then, but such conclusions may
not be valid in judging Chinese Buddhism today.
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consider the Biblically based Gospel proclaimed by Christian missionaries,
whom he felt had a clearer understanding of the Lord of Heaven and the
Way, the Truth, and the Life that Jesus had revealed to humanity. The
immediate task, then, in opening the Way to Christian faith and practice,
was to help the Chinese focus on Confucius’ authentic moral teachings,
once purified of any extraneous (Buddhist and Daoist) elements that
obscure them. In fact, the Christian faith was presented as the consistent
framework of doctrine and life which, among other benefits, embodied key

values of Confucianism especially truthfulness, integrity and basic respect.

Ricci therefore emphasized the basics in Confucian moral teaching,
starting with the principle of Reciprocity (33 Shu) and the Golden Rule, as
these are to be observed throughout the Five Relationships (the Wulun), the
proper understanding of which emerges from the practices of self-
cultivation undertaken in each of the Five.! Animating each of these
relationships is the spirit of Xiao (2= Filial Piety), first apprehended in one’s
own family. Since that spirit is all-too-often ignored, Confucius advocated
the Rectification of Names (Zhengming), a Confucian approach for
restoring moral clarity in each of the Five Relationships, the result of which
would be a society characterized by virtuous behavior at all levels,
contributing to an overall sense of social harmony.'! The Datong, the social
ideal projecting a "Great Unity," appeared in the “Liyun” (¥83£) chapter of
the Book of Rites. It is the ultimate expression of the social significance of

Confucian moral teaching, envisioning a world in which everyone is

19 Cf. Hengda Yang, “The Spiritual Principles Indispensable for the BRI Construction,” in
Dialogue with China: Opportunities and Risks (Singapore: World Scientific Press, 2022),
pp-23-4. The essay originally was published in the Macau Ricci Institute Journal, Issue 4
(June 2019): pp.88-97.

' Hengda Yang and Dennis McCann, “The Ideal of Junzi Leadership and Education for the
Common Good,” in Dialogue with China: Opportunities and Risks (Singapore: World
Scientific Press), pp.81-82. The essay originally was published in the Macau Ricci Institute
Journal, Issue 3 (November 2018): pp.15-25.
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striving to follow the Way of the Junzi, thus achieving the optimal level of

social harmony.'? But there are other resonances that also need to be noted:

In today’s world, CST and Confucian moral philosophy agree on the
centrality of the cultivation of virtue, which is clear in all forms of
Confucian Rujia (f£2%), including contemporary discussions of the ideal of
a Confucian Entrepreneur (f7%). This ideal of becoming virtuous — or, in
Benjamin Franklin’s words, “doing well while doing good” — is rooted in
an inherently social human nature, which manifests itself in social relations.
Nevertheless, some skeptics regard Confucianism as a “Monumental Ruin”
(Erik Zircher). They wonder whether it has a chance to survive in the
corrupt and highly competitive world of business. To properly counter such
a pessimistic view, it seems necessary to point to the profound resonance
between Confucian moral philosophy and Catholic Social Teaching about
the core values such as honesty, integrity, trustworthiness, filial piety etc.
The risk of reducing these values to a “monumental ruin” may also derive
from the fact that in the version of Confucianism the reference may have
been too abstract and far away from any thought how to implement these
principles. One of our Chinese students, for example, admitted that he
learned quotes from the Analects by heart but did not really understand their

meaning.

Here are some convergences that may help overcome such skepticism
and discover the profound link between the core values that Confucianism

and Catholic Social Teaching advocate:

Confucian quotation {F 2% i, fi#: “‘Your majesty,” answered
Mencius, ‘What is the point of mentioning the word ‘profit’? All

that matters is that there should be benevolence and

12 Hengda Yang, “The Spiritual Principles Indispensable for the BRI Construction,” pp.22-
23.
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righteousness.”!* Here we recognize a convergence with CST/VBL
(#:m8): “Business leaders may be tempted, whether from self-
centeredness, pride, greed or anxiety, to reduce the purpose of
business solely to maximising profit, to growing market share or to
any other solely material good. In this way, the good that a market
economy may do, for individuals and for society, can be diminished
or distorted.” (VBL, par. 12). The point is that Confucian criticism
of profit-making is not a rejection of doing business as such, since
there were successful businesspeople among his disciples (for
example, Zi Gong), but rather a warning that profit-making so
readily is corrupting, reducing its practitioners to Xiaoren, that is,
the small-minded person contrasted with the moral leadership ideal
of the Junzi.

Confucian quotation f%¢ 7. f#: “The Master said, ‘Hui is
perhaps difficult to improve upon; he allows himself constantly to
be in dire poverty. Su refuses to accept his lot and indulges in
money-making and is frequently right in his conjectures.” '
Resonance with CST/VBL (#£18): “The Church acknowledges the
legitimate role of profit as an indicator that a business is functioning
well. When a firm makes a profit, it generally means that the factors
of production have been properly employed and corresponding
human needs have been duly satisfied.” (Centesimus Annus, par. 35)
Zi Gong’s success suggests that it is possible to make a profit while

also practicing the Way of Confucius.

13 Mencius, The Mencius, trans. D.C. Lau (London: Penguin Books, 1970) Book 1A,
Number 1.

14 Confucius, The Analects (Lunyu), trans. D.C. Lau (London: Penguin Books, 1979) Book
XI, Number 19.
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Confucian quotation f# % H, fi#: The Master said, ‘The
gentleman (B junzi) is easy of mind, while the small man (/\ A
xiaoren) is always full of anxiety.””!> Resonance with CST/VBL
(#£m&): “Leaders in large or small firms are greatly helped by the
practice of personal virtue, those life-enhancing habits and qualities

of character essential to any profession.” (VBL, par. 63)

Confucian quotation % 5% i, fi#: “The Master said, ‘The
gentleman (&1 Junzi) is easy to serve but difficult to please. He
will not be pleased unless you try to please him by following the
Way (& Dao), but when it comes to employing the services of
others, he does so within the limits of their capacity.”'® Resonance
with CST/VBL (#£I&): Business leaders “influence larger issues
such as international regulations, anti-corruption practices,
transparency, taxation policies, and environmental and labour
standards. They should use this influence, individually and
collectively, to promote human dignity and the common good and
not merely the particular interest of any one stakeholder.” (VBL,
par. 77) Demonstrating leadership by exercising social

responsibilities is an ideal common to both traditions.

Confucian quotation £ Hf#: “Confucius said, ‘A man has
no way of becoming a gentleman (-7 Junzi) unless he understands
Destiny (#5 Ming); he has no way of taking his stand unless he
understands the rites (1% Li)....””!” Resonance with CST/VBL (3t
n): “To live out their vocation as faithful stewards to their calling,

businesspeople need to be formed in a familial and religious culture

15 Confucius, The Analects (Lunyu), Book VII, Number 37.
16 Confucius, The Analects (Lunyu), Book XIII, Number 25.
17 Confucius, The Analects (Lunyu), Book XX, Chapter 3.
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that shows them the possibilities and promise of the good they can
do and ought to do — the good that is distinctively theirs.” (VBL,
par. 87) The Way is knowable in both traditions.

Assessing Convergences and Divergences

Like Pope Francis in our own time, Matteo Ricci knew that
convergences or resonances would not be enough to secure recognition of
their Master, Jesus Christ. Divergences would have to be acknowledged in
dialogue, if only to achieve clarity about where each party stood, and what
challenges each would have to face. Confucian teaching within the Ricci
Paradigm is not to be identified with CST, as if they were really saying the
same thing. If that were true, the Jesuit mission that Ricci and his followers
represent would be superfluous. Ricci hoped to clarify the true meaning of
“the Lord of Heaven” (°K: %, Tianzhu), a term that he and Michele Ruggieri
coined to distinguish their vision from Chinese references to Tian (K,
“Heaven”) and Shangdi (I %5, “Supreme Emperor”). Tianzhu was
emphatically personal and involved in the affairs of this world (unlike Tian);
on the other hand, Shangdi was perhaps too personal, too easily confused
with the all-too-human Emperor of China. Tianzhu, then, was an attempt to

acknowledge convergences as well as divergences.

The dialogues through which Ricci and his followers attempted to
present their case to the Confucian literati, as recorded in The True Meaning
of the Lord of Heaven (Tianzhii Shiyi XF &%), could only go so far. Ricci
appealed to reason, critical reflection on common human experience and
the assured conclusions of sciences, as needed, to open the minds of his
dialogue partners. If the dialogue succeeded in creating a common ground
for further sharing, the Way forward toward a discussion of Christian claims
about Biblical revelation and the Heavenly mission of Jesus Christ would

be open. This is clear from the last of the eight dialogue chapters in the
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Tianzhii Shiyi.'® The possibility of conversion, Christian faith and baptism,
remain open at the end, but their threshold is not crossed in this book.
Nevertheless, what Ricci established through his appreciation of Chinese
moral philosophy, and its sincerity in following the Way, is common ground

enabling further dialogue between Confucianism and CST.

Part Five:

Converging Insights

Pope Francis’ contribution to CST with Evangelii Gaudium, Laudato Si’

and Fratelli Tutti

CST appears to have crossed another important threshold under Pope
Francis’ stewardship. Having first evolved as a tradition marked by the
publication of encyclicals and other key documents, CST risked becoming
another cottage industry for academics who would study these to discern
any changes in Vatican policy toward the great issues facing humanity.
Such study might yield some intellectual four de force that in turn would
provoke still further developments in the tradition. We have already noted
one major change in CST, the shift from a diachronic to a synchronic
understanding of the tradition. The Compendium, as we noted, is systematic
in a way that the series of encyclicals in the tradition of Rerum Novarum is
not. The documents after Rerum Novarum were meant to update CST and
its applications to contemporary events, but only the Compendium dared to
offer a systematic presentation and explanation of its principles. There is a
timelessness to the Compendium, as if it were meant to set the terms for any
future interpretation of CST.

18 Matteo Ricci (1603), The True Meaning of the Lord of Heaven, pp.335-373.
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But Pope Francis’ statements imply that something is missing,
something even more important than systematic presentation. Clearly, Pope
Francis is not the only Pope in the history of CST to appreciate the
importance of spirituality, that is, the cultivation of interiority that must
animate and inspire anyone who would take the instructions of CST
seriously. In his letters, especially if one starts with Evangelii Gaudium, the
question of interiority and its cultivation seems foregrounded. Spiritual
convergence, what he described as “harmony” in his statement on
interreligious dialogue in Mongolia, is the one thing necessary, if the
aspirations toward social justice and peace nowadays heard from so many
different religious leaders is to take hold and bear fruit in transformative
action. An inkling of the “harmony” that Pope Francis seeks is clearly
present in the Confucian ideal of the Ddo (i), the object of the Junzis
practice of self-cultivation, which becomes the basis for his hope that CST
and Confucian moral philosophy can work together to make progress on

environmental issues and other pressing social questions.
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[ Abstract] Since the Reform and Opening-up in mainland China in the
1980s, more and more scholars have been studying the history of cultural
exchanges between China and the West. Many have discussed the role of
the Jesuits in the late Ming Dynasty. Among them, the most attention-
grabbing and studied figure is probably Matteo Ricci. It thus leads to the
call from some scholars to pay attention to other lesser-known missionaries
or religious orders. However, since the Holy See has begun the canonization
process of Matteo Ricci recently, he has once again become the subject of
attention. It should be noted that this article cannot completely present all

the evaluations of Ricci's cultural strategies throughout history. Instead, it
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selects more representative examples from different periods, mainly to
explore the background of these evaluations. These evaluations, from the
time of Ricci to the modern era, come not only from outside the Church but
also from within. The article points out that these evaluations have their own
political and cultural backgrounds, while it also shows that Ricci was a
cultural figure limited by his times. These discussions may help us gain a
deeper understanding of Ricci and his influence and also reveal the political

and socio-cultural factors behind these evaluations.
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[ Abstract] In the history of Chinese culture, there have been two major
translation movements: one was the translation of Buddhist scriptures and
the other was the translation of the Christian Bible. These two translation

movements constituted major religious, cultural and social events in the
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history of cultural exchange between China and the West. For Christianity,
translating the Bible into Chinese was also a major event in the history of
the spread of Christianity in China. It was an indispensable link in the
inculturation process of Christian belief in China. Although this translation
movement has been going on for more than 1,300 years since the reign of
Zhenguan in the Tang Dynasty (635 BC), the productive and brilliant period
when it brought profound impact on Chinese society, Christianity in China
actually began from the Western missionaries led by Matteo Ricci in the late
Ming and early Qing dynasties. Of course, local Chinese Christians also
made great efforts to this end, and it is still the case today. Has the process
of translation come to an end? As archaeological discoveries continue to be
made and humanities theories are constantly deepened, biblical scholars are
gaining a greater understanding and deeper insight into the original text and
its historical background. Therefore, it is a natural thing to re-understand,

reinterpret, re-translate or revise the translation of the Bible again.
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HHAVAZ O A o TR B2 3R] (Erik Zircher » 1928-2008 )
Frig - R B —TES{LBE S (cultural imperative ) > {F4E(E
BTSN A BB EEST = 2 At > R EFWVEEFLFRItH R RS
By ARESIIE P EIEAR - B 2K A E s A AL EHE
WIEFH R TREMOIRAFRRRE -

FSE AP EEAT (S ~ 5 - M8 -~ B - %)
BEFHFLERIM S - MR EE (HBERE SR L HOE APEL ) 55—
BHETESL T HPEERREFELSREFUAE S

BB ES U FRERE R G5 PHE Al F e

AR AGTapE o A L EHEEDEAEY o A PT N

VFIESEE ¢ (BB RNER G RS - 15 - PHAEMC - 1583 FE 2 H 13 H 0 |
F9) - FIESER - SO%as « (PSS E(ESE) (b - BBEHIESE » 2018) 0 H 23-26
EHLE 26 - Matteo Ricci, “Al p. Martino de Fornari S.I., Padova,” Lettere, (Macerata:
Quodlibet, 2001), pp.45-49, here p.48: “Adorano alcuni idoli , ma quando non gli concedono
quello che gli domandano gli battono molto bene, e dipoi tornano a far pace; adorano o
honorano il diavolo come tale, accioché non gli faccia male, e cosi tengono molto puoco
culto divino e sono puoco stimati i loro sacerdoti.”

2 Cf. Erik Ziircher, “Jesuit Accommodation and Chinese Cultural Imperative,” The Chinese
Rites Controversy, edited by David Mungello (Nettetal: Steyler Verlag, 1994), pp.40-41.
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1 EEEHYECAL - S RRE B URTE R, (13774E 1 > 14204
:{t?%iﬁﬁ”f%?ﬁﬁﬁ“ﬁﬁi) #IT > A B RIVE T VEENE
ZAERE R FLRIHELT © HRORIET NS i, FERED - MIIEAEICE

PHESEE - S0 (HRSR G BLR EBOEAPRIE) > 655 (I BB
=J5 » 2014 ) > H 71 - Ricci, Della entrata della Compagma di Giesu e Christianita nella
Cina, Book 1, Chapitre X, in Pasquale D’Elia, Fonti Ricciane 1, n.178, p.119: “E parimente
nel anniversario del suo natale e certi tempi dell’anno gli offriscono animali morti e altre
cose da mangiare con molta solennita per aggradirgli la buona doctrina che gli lascio ne’ suoi
libri, per mezzo de’ quali conseguittero i loro magistrati e gradi, senza anco recitargli nessuna
oratione né chiedergli nessuna cosa, como dicessimo de’ loto morti.”

SRR B EE  (WEREBEEREAVER) o SUR e - 57
74w - CUbmREREEGR 2 308) (10 Fopgeks » 202248) » H11-50 -
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P FIESE  (HRERE BLIR EHE A B ) » EIUEE N > H 356 © Ricci, Della
entrata della Compagnia di Giesu e Christianita nella Cina, Book IV, Chapitre II, in
Pasquale D’Elia, Fonti Ricciane 11, n. 553, p.70: “Fu un giorno menato il Padre a vedere la
armonia del Re, che era fatta da’ religiosi di quella setta che chiamano tausu [ -], et alla
salo o tempio de Cielo [ A#E%] dove stanno gli stessi religiosi. La musica o armonia si
faceva per prova del sacrificio del Confuzo [f[,F¢F] che il giorno seguente avevano da fare;
dove gli stessi religiosi, vestiti con le sue vesti del sacrificio, che erano assai pretiose,
facevano le loro cortesie. E per esser questa prova pubblica ¢ solenne, et aveva da star
presente il nostro amico Guan Sciansciu [ [&Z], che era il Presidente di questi riti, hebbe

il P. Matteo il luogo con i figliuoli e corteggiani del detto Sciansciu [ 5], assai commodo.”
SHIEEEE - sy - B (REEESE) (I BBEIEHeE - 2022 4)
503 % » B 200-201 -
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RHEMRENER - B2 HETEREHEE - (REEE) &
2 7 {RE A IR, SHEFL e R ERW L #EEE - T8
AW - A FHELE (REER) WLHHRY - PEIRER
FRETEEEAL -

T (ELR A Y Summa theologica 1la-Tlae, q. 94, a.4.

8 2K “On The Invocation, Veneration, And Relics Of Saints, And On Sacred Images,” The
Council of Trent, The Twenty-fifth Session, Dec 3-4, 1563.
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FEIR EBGERMT - MAEMAVERE L - " RFFEE A EAEE

O FIEEEE ¢ (PR 2« BUS UM REEZRE R - BEAn - AR ) - iR HIES &
F o WP (FIEEE(SHE) 0 H 349 - JF32 ¢ [FR 1663] Ne’ primi anni ci pareva che
non era tanto necesario acommodarci alle cortesie e modo di questa terra, e cosi si fece pocco
frutto; adesso cominciassimo a farsi in tutto quello che non fosse contro la nostra lege e fuori
della nostra professione di religiosi, come gl’istessi cinesi, € con questo ci vennero ad
accarezzare tanto che non solo non fugono da noi, come prima faceano, ma non si possono

spiciare da nostra casa ; FiITREGEAZIRMEL -
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7 BRI AL SR Z S R = -

FE£1608-16094E [ - FIEEHHER 1 (HR AR & BL1R B A
) o MAEF—EH = - Ml B AT EE T HEERR
K~ T8 45 WRME TEIENEL, o W HREELEHE

"SR AREINMEMEGEFF - SETE A DERERAR G S P A
I e TR T EEE MBI - AMEEEREE - i
WA - A IR R EZ MR 285 1 (probabilism)
TRt —fEE KRRy A REE > SRR SHIE R E SRV SR — e HaY
AIRE o fE (HRSREBLIR EHEAFEIS ) o > FIESE AL AR
160S4E £+ ¥ PG EAHTECR - aT A s 2 thEGE 1 - sl
EEHBUR > BEMATEIRSHERE S GRENRE ML - A8
fAEM EE(FF TR > TR REHAZHEER > &F

USSR  (HRERE R EEOE AR ) - SBAEH/\FE > H389 - WHMHEEE T
£2 o Ricci, Della entrata della Compagnia di Giesu e Christianita nella Cina, Book IV,
Chapitre 11, in Pasquale D’Elia, Fonti Ricciane 11, n.553, p.70: “non usasse di altri riti che di
quei che i nostri Padri gli dicessero esser leciti nella christianitas.”

12 Nicolas Standaert, The Interweaving of Rituals (Seattle: University of Washington Press,
2008), p.84.

PSS  (HRERE R EHOE A PR ) &% 5 0 H 70-71 ; Ricci, Della
entrata della Compagnia di Giesu e Christianita nella Cina, Book I, Chapitre X, in Pasquale
D’Elia, Fonti Ricciane 1, n.177, p.118: “Sta tutto questo fuori di ogni idolatria, ¢ forse anche
si puo dire non essere nessuna superstizione.”
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# o REBAENEERER PREIGERIEL 2 MREEWREZ - ZER

ORIEEE  (HRERE BLR LB AR ) - EAEH F - H 356 © Ricei, Della
entrata della Compagnia di Giesu e Christianita nella Cina (Macerata: Quodlibet, 2000),
Book V, Chapter II, p.455: “Procurd molto di tirare alla nostra opinione il Principale della
setta de’ letterati, che ¢ il Confutio, interpretando in nostro favore alcune cose che aveva
lasciate scritte dubiose. Con che guadagnorno i nostri molta gratia con i litterati che non
adorano gli Idoli.”

15 2 H, Catherine Bell, Ritual: Perspectives and Dimensions (Oxford: Oxford University
Press, 1997), pp.191-197.

126



(REHIFEE) (FIE « (UL ARGh) P 2024 47

REZG "FBEM ) PEGHE - EEE R EE R LT
0 A GRAEREMEE(L o FIERE - BRMESE AR - PRI
B BIRMEEAYIMERET] » B TR BRI A SE S AR AR
BIEE S (ERE VLY — S s B Ay AL | SERASEAERS - A
ESE IR TR T S AR (EE -

EM AR —F > 1609F2H15H » FIIFERELATHEISAE
AEESE (Francesco Pasio, 1554-1612) - 4845 7 H CHYE A
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IS RER GRS - &K > b5 T VUE LK P B EAHAYRCE - WAE
(REEFE) PEHZHEAGEAPEE AR KAMEEREA W > B

16t 2 HLORAR - BRI FTER © Paul Rule, K'ung-Tzu or Confucius? The Jesuit Interpretation
of Confucianism (Sydney: Allen & Unwin, 1986/2021), p.40: “He recognized that many
aspects of Confucianism were ambiguous; that they could be, and were, interpreted in
various ways, some perfectly compatible with basic Christian doctrines, others less so. So
the Jesuits should seek to identify their teachings with Confucianism, ‘interpreting in our
favour anything which (Confucius) left ambiguous in his writings.””

7 IR  (BUhEEIBEEE AESE (Francesco Pasio) 5 > 160942 A 15 H »

L) WA EE - SeFaE - (FIISEEES) (I mBeER - 2018) 0 H
331-339 > iE#H 338 - Matteo Ricci, “Al p. Franceso Pasio SI, Viceprovinciale,” Lettere,
(Macerata: Quodlibet, 2001), pp.509-530, here p.519: “Settimo: con questo e con il modo
che habbiamo pigliato di trattare molto grave e con le loro cortesie hanno gia i nostri tutti
guadagnato il nome di dotti e santi, e spero che questo habbiamo da conservare sino al fine.”
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B EHREE © (B A4 ) 428 » E 38b ;5 Niccolo Longobardo, Edited by Thierry Meynard
and Daniel Canaris, A4 Brief Response on the Controversies over Shangdi, Tianshen and
Linghun (Singapore: Palgrave, 2022), Prelude 12, number 8, p.152: “If there were no spirits,
the ancients would never demand anything from them. We see, therefore, that for seven days
they refrain from marital relations, and for three days they fasted in order to make their
entreaties to visibile or invisibile things. Therefore, it must necessarily be understood that
there are spirits. Now, the emperor makes sacrifices to heaven and earth. Therefore, it is
certain that there is heaven and earth. The princes and dukes make sacrifices to famous
mountains and renowned rivers under their jurisdiction. Therefore, it is certain there are are
famous mountains and renowned rivers. The noble men offer the five sacrifices. Therefore,
it is certain that there is a Greater Gate of Two Tablets and that there is a way and lesser gate
of one tablet, that there is a hearth and hall or cloister in the middle. Now when in the
ancestral temples it seems wondrous that there is nothing other than the air of the mountains
and waters gathered there. After some time, if these temples have later been destroyed or
fallen into ruin, they will not appear wondrous. The reason of this is that the Air of such
places has been completely dispersed.”

19 Longobardo, 4 Brief Response on the Controversies over Shangdi, Tianshen and Linghun,
Prelude 12, number 8, p.152: “The spirits are none other than the activity of Air. To this are
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directed the sacrifices which are made to heaven, earth, mountains, rivers, gates, hearths,
and the ancestral temples.”
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20 Longobardo, 4 Brief Response on the Controversies over Shangdi, Tianshen and Linghun,
Prelude 17, part 2, number 4, p.188: “Third, I asked, “If the Chinese do not know about
invisible things, when they sacrifice what do they offer sacrifice to?” At this question he
began to shake his head and said laughing that the Chinese offer sacrifices to the visible
heaven and to the earth, mountains and other parts of the universe, which are visible to all,
rejoicing at the benefits and utility coming from them. As for the spirits, they do not know
for certain whether there are spirits, but since they think that perhaps these spirits could be
together with the parts of the universe, they revere and honour them under the belief that
they are one and the same entity as the things themselves.”
MERIEE > WSS (REDA L ER - LRSS LM I TR T E))
(B8 - {8 HAREHAR - 2021) > H 74 - Benoit Vermander, Les jésuites et la Chine,
De Matteo Ricci a nos jours (Bruxelles: Lessius, 2012), pp.37-38 : “Les subtilités de leur
position n’apparaissent pas a Longobardo qui les soupgonne fortement d’un matérialisme
déguisé et d’une tendance a mettre tous les enseignements religieux (christianisme,
confucianisme, bouddhisme, taoisme, et méme mahométanisme) sur le méme plan. Ce qui
échappe a Longobardo, c’est le processus de formation d’une orthodoxie chrétienne et
néoconfucéenne a la fois.”
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[ Abstract] The Chinese Rites controversy constitutes a watershed in the
history of the Catholic mission in China. This paper investigates how
Matteo Ricci developed his understanding on the Chinese Rites long before
the controversy erupted, and it analyzes the evolution of his thought on the
matter, based on newly published documents of Ricci at the end of his life
in Beijing. This paper explains how he finally decided for a generous
interpretation on the nature of the Rites. The second part discusses how
Niccolo Longobardo, Ricci’s successor as head of the Jesuit China mission,
criticized Confucianism as materialistic and atheistic, suggesting already a
problem for Catholics in accepting the Confucian rites. However, as
explained in the third part, with the arrival of the Franciscan and Dominican
friars in China in the 1630s, the Chinese Rites became the focus of a
controversy, and the generous interpretation of Ricci on the Chinese Rites

was finally rejected one hundred years after his death.
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[ Abstract] Matteo Ricci’s cultural evangelization paved the way for
historical communication between European Christian culture and Chinese
culture. His contribution culminated with Pope Francis naming him a
Venerable of the Church in December 2022. However, the academic circle
has offered diverse evaluations of Ricci’s cultural evangelization from a
multidisciplinary perspective. This paper mainly examines the historical
significance of Matteo Ricci's cultural evangelization through the lens of
hermeneutics and Sima Qian’s macro-historical approach, which aimed to
“study the relationship between heaven and man, understanding the changes
between ancient and modern times, and forming one’s unique viewpoint”

to review comprehensively the history significance of Ricci’s cultural
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evangelization. Finally, it will briefly point out the significance of the
Second Vatican Council spirit towards non-Christian religions, and the
historical significance of Pope Francis reflecting Matteo Ricci’s cultural

evangelization in the context of the globalization of the Church.
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[ Abstract] A deed tax is a tax imposed by the government on contracts
made by private individuals; it is an ancient tax system and a tax category
in our country. The Catholic Church, as a religion, is strictly institutional.
Its expansion requires the purchase of property, which in turn requires the
execution of a contract and payment of a deed tax. This process enables the
acquisition to gain recognition within Chinese society. Matteo Ricci, as a
pioneer of the Chinese Catholic Church, was granted “public lands” twice
upon his initial arrival in Zhaoqing and Shaozhou in Guangdong Province.
He also obtained documents bearing “official seal” that served as transfer

certificates for land ownership. This marked the commencement of deed tax
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payments of the Chinese Catholic Church. Since then, Ricci’s experience
over the deed tax in China turned dramatic: He purchased a house in
Nanchang where ownership remained uncertain, causing him considerable
anxiety. He acquired two haunted houses separately in Nanjing and Beijing
in low price and paid the deed taxes smoothly. By tracing Ricci’s
northbound route in China, we can see that his experiences extended beyond
mere interaction with gentry and writing books to encompass diverse social
and economic activities. Interpreting Ricci’s experience from the
perspective of the deed tax sheds light on the actual circumstances
surrounding property deed paid by the Catholic Church during late Ming
Dynasty. Such insights hold significant value for deepening research into
the history of Chinese Catholicism and the history of Sino-Western cultural

exchange.
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“treasurable images.” It was the first time when Western religious icons
entered Chinese social publications in history and from then on, began the
development of Catholic painting arts in China as well as the exchange
between Chinese and Western arts.

207



FEFE - (FIESE BRI R EAGH)

HIIE R AR R R E AGH

BB

(2] Z5E S 250 KEEECDUE i e #h BEis BE AnE VIR
B NETRERA FHY SR RREISERER - 581 SR
B WS TTEse - AR E AR S BRI E (IR =4 -
FEp AN S IR AGH I T - RFFRIREIRA R 0 E— T HEEE
BRI R IE AGH - TR E AU EAVIE S - WA EIERYEE
BRERE - FURRES - Z7ER AR > SEiZA - A BN
OREEEMA > fmeE e 5 - S AERB I ARIREE
R TAE AL M — U E E - ff1EkE
BT -BOUE B AR - e EBME g 0 DIREUE
(ERREE - BplEl B AL MR 2 REESE > ERRTE
A4 o ZArEEEEVHRIEGHE - TS B A RS B IR A
i AENETEAHEE T - TR O TR AR NEAY T R R
HEA R @A 52K E SN amr TR - MEHRE ZH
HVRERIAGE - A REEIENE K E S A EZE -

[BEeEsR ] FIEESE - FROCRL - AGH > tafd - B B E(0

HMEEF (Matteo Ricei) EROCRILIEIETENEL 7B AEHR
ERVRIERTE - WREIEAAGEEBE AT - ZB 0
EAR EBGH R B EME— " NE R B CH e
FRALLEFARNER T ) G515:13) —ZrBEEN—ETER T

208



(REHIFEE) (FIE « (UL ARGh) P 2024 47

AR sEan R R R LSS - MM 5 TR 2/GEEENEN » A E K
SHAVFRIES ©

R 5t O A A AR AR MR AR T R R £
RE(EHE - R HAIZRE AGHAI A » 2010 4 - A& AU
FAEZIE » BRI/ R -

FIEEFTAH R e ? FMBPIHF FFIR > B DN EARTFR
B RBO > Fla X G WSRE A FRERT o FES T
e v B SRR P 0 T 4 £ E R S
iwfEd e hpd o A gfFa v FHIEEA
fris hid Mg cha v > = 5 RGP REFEELAE

e ehfg ik 2~ o

i —20 5 R AL RV EE Z AT LUK D) - AR T B
A IRERE ST H -

7 HAIEFA R R R A L E R 2 e
B Ak & 2 @50 & orivani g 3 2bdn g g ik
EoCRE oA EAEerE A it T2 F 30 e 3 Boh
LRSS PR m°*L’W“%£m*ﬁ*@@ﬁ
AT I A o B BAEDL R G e L] o e
G- B afed FhrE ) UREDAEM G BY e

R gk o REL T R ARG IRT g B

SRS s S E A

ENE S e DR TR RS F AU E =

! Benedictus PP. XVI, Quarto recurrente saeculo ab obitu Patris Matthaei Ricci, S.I., 29
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3 Cf. Benedictus PP. XVI, Quarto espleto saeculo ad obitu Matthaei Ricci, 6 maggio 2009,
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4 David E. Mungello (F1{81#), Curious Land.: Jesuit Accommodation and the Origins of

Sinology (Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press, 1985).
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¢ Claudio Giuliodori, Discorso su padre Matteo Ricci nell’Universita Fu Jen, 2012.02.20:
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7 Cf. Otello Genntili, Apostolo della Cina P. Matteo Ricci S.J. (Roma: Tipografia Poligrotta
Vaticana, 1982), p.21.

S FISERV A5 - A= (Giovanni Battista Ricci) /282pg » WEM P RIAZES
RE » 1596 FRk AT A » Cf. Gianni Criveller, Portrait of a Jesuit: Matteo Ricci,
(Macau: Macau Ricci Institute, 2010), p.17.

® Matteo Ricci, Lettere (Macerata: Quodlibet, 2001), p.360.
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16 tHAEHI = EH M2 E L EE - DU 16 RO Farfhh = Erh & RE s 05 B FE
&/ E NG AR R e E2 s o Cf. Pio Cartechini, Macerata e la sua biblioteca, in La
biblioteca Mozzi-Borgetti di Macerata (Roma: Editalia, 1993), p.31; Libero Paci, “La

soppressione dei Gesuiti ed i primordi della biblioteca comunale di Macerata,” Studia
Picena, 40 (1973): p.1.
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13 Cf. Gianni Criveller, Portrait of a Jesuit: Matteo Ricci, p.28.

14 Matteo Ricci, Catechismo. Il vero significato di “Signore del Cielo” ( { KEEZE) ),
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20 Matteo Ricci, Lettere, p.123; 379.
21 Matteo Ricci, Lettere, p.418.
22 Matteo Ricci, Lettere, p.505-507.
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23 Cf. Margherita Redaelli, 1/ mappamondo con la Cina al centro. Fonti antiche e mediazione
culturale di Matteo Ricci, (Firenze: ETS, 2007).
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Adrian Dudink, Chinese Christian Texts from the Roman Archives of the Society of Jesus
(Taipei: Taipei Ricci Institute, 2002), Vol. 12, pp.200-225.
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29 Cf. Sun Xuyi, La ragione umana nell 'evangelizzazione della Cina. Il vero significato di
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[ Abstract] In view of today’s globalization, friendship is more urgent
and important than ever before, because it can unite different cultures and
peoples, curb various tensions, overcome diverse conflicts, and allow
people to live out more deeply human, dignity and the joy of faith. Among
the countless models of friendship at home and abroad in ancient and
modern times, I especially want to share the profound friendship between
Matteo Ricci and Xu Guangqi. They can be called models of contemporary
evangelization, because true friendship originates from God, is rooted in the
Words, and lives in human nature while helping build up others. The two
sages, Xu and Ricci, respected others from the bottom of their hearts, no
matter whether they were rich or poor, always based on their dedication to
serving others, shared generously and joyously their spiritual and material
wealth with everyone. Their words and deeds were consistent with what
they taught, which helped us learn how to use religious beliefs to remedy
the current social problems, restore the world's moral integrity, and
revitalize the industry with rational science to benefit the world. The
profound friendship between the two sages also tells us how to live out a
true friendship today. While constantly learning from each other, they
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worked together in the direction of common goods. It was not through
instrumental dialogue that aimed to attain self-interests but through
intelligent dialogue derived from the truth that they could truly pursue the
higher truth, goodness and beauty.
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Announcement on Journals Merging

The Hong Kong Journal of Catholic Studies is a bilingual academic
journal published in Chinese and English by the Centre for Catholic Studies
of The Chinese University of Hong Kong. It aims to promote academic
exchanges between the Chinese and the West, covering topics ranging from
theology, social sciences, history, culture and interfaith dialogue, etc; and
thereby promote the development of Catholic academic research in the
Greater China region and overseas Chinese Catholic communities. This
journal focuses on the study of Catholicism using humanistic and
sociological approaches as well as textual analysis and fieldwork.
Meanwhile, the Catholic Theological Review is a biannual theological
academic journal published by the Mana Culture Press. It aims to strengthen
the relationship between the Catholic faith and contemporary Chinese
culture in terms of dialogue, interaction, and integration by promoting the
Chinese expression of various Catholic disciplines (Bible, theology, canon
law, etc.). In other words, the former journal studies the Catholic faith from
the outside, while the latter discusses it from the inside. Both use the peer
review mechanism to maintain academic standards.

Beginning in March 2025, the two journals will merge and be named
the International Journal of Catholic Studies, published biannually by the
Centre for Catholic Studies of The Chinese University of Hong Kong to
integrate Catholic academic resources. This bilingual journal welcomes
individual submissions or special research projects by teamwork; the latter
will be published in the form of Special Theme. Other than the Special
Theme, the rest is divided into three categories: Selected Topic, Forum, and
Book Review. Selected Topic aims to explore the same topic from different

angles. The Forum is for essays that do not belong to the selected topic.
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They could be any study on Catholicism, while dialogue and discussion on
papers published in this journal or certain current phenomena in the Church
and society are particularly welcomed. The scope of the Book Review
focuses mainly on recent titles in the study of Catholicism and various
ecclesiastical disciplines in Chinese and foreign languages.

This new journal welcomes academic papers from Catholic and non-
Catholic scholars. The essay must be original work that has not been
published publicly. The word count for the Chinese essay is preferably
between 8,000 and 15,000 Chinese characters, with a maximum of 20,000
characters. Chinese book reviews should be more than 3,000 characters.
Essays in English should be between 6,000 and 10,000 words, with a
maximum of 15,000 words. The English book reviews should be more than
1,000 words. Papers in either language must also include a 300-500
words/characters abstract in both Chinese and English and a few keywords.
After receiving the manuscript, the editorial board will invite a blind peer
review by two scholars. Review opinions will be returned to the author
within two months. Once notification of acceptance is issued, the copyright
of the manuscript goes to the journal. The editor has the right to modify the
content, while major modifications will be discussed with the author.
Accepted manuscripts must be revised according to the journal’s style
policy and submitted in Word format. The journal will be available in both
digital and print formats, and each author will receive two complimentary
print copies.

Chief Editor
Anselm LAM Wing-kwan
Deputy Editors

TAM Wai-lun, Antonie REN
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International Journal of Catholic Studies
Call for papers

Selected Topic: Chinese Culture and Catholic Theology

“The system of the Dao was about to be torn in fragments all under the
sky” (“Tian Xia,” Zhuangzi) refers to the chaos due to the contempt of
literati for each other. “They all come to the same (successful) issue, though
by different paths; there is one result, though there might be a hundred
anxious schemes” (“Xi Ci,” Book of Changes) means the wise sees the
“light of unity” in such chaos. In the era of globalization, tension is apparent
between different “cleavages,” and appeals for ‘“oneness” in such
“cleavages” become more and more urgent, such as Hans Kun’s seeking for
“world ethics.”

According to the principle of analogia entis in Catholic theology, the
task of theology is to connect Revelation and cultures, that is, adapting ways
that fit the contemporary time to respond to social and Church problems
while continuing to interpret in-depth the mystery of Revelation through
kindness, beauty, and truth in the cultures to point out the “light of unity”
to the world. Today, any culture when emphasizing its uniqueness must face
its position, role, and responsibility in the universal world, as well as the
actual impact and changes on itself brought by frequent cultural interactions
(interculturality) in globalization and modernization. Therefore, cultural
tensions and the relationships between pluralism and unity, universality and
individuality, locality and globality are important perspectives that
determine the direction of today’s theology: a healthy theology must handle
this relationship in a balanced way; a healthy Catholicity is not equivalent
to generalization of a model, but rather the universality jointly established
by the local Churches in their unique ways, having a universal
consciousness and a sense of global responsibility in mind.
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That is what Pope Francis meant when he advocated “synodality.”
Synodality can be understood from Fei Xiaotong’s famous words: “Should
each treasure what of its own and what of others is beautiful, what is
different but beautiful can be shared, and all under Heaven can be at peace.”
When it comes to theology, “synodality” means that theologians from all
over the world should first discover and flourish the beauty of their
respective Churches, then appreciate the beauty of other local Churches in
order to know how to improve themselves through learning the talents of
others. Finally, they should find ways to dialogue and cooperate so that
“beautiful can be shared” to build “Great unity” or an ecumenical Church
in the light of Revelation.

Today, Chinese Catholic theologians also need to conduct theological
research in a balanced perspective between local and global, pluralism and
unity, general and individuals to promote an inculturated theology that is
truly beneficial to the universal Church. Only in this way it is worthy to be
called “Catholic Theology.” This requires Chinese Catholic theologians to
have a deeper understanding of the Chinese culture and social background
on the one hand and to stay close to the Church tradition and the
contemporary theological development around the world on the other hand.
On this basis, then let the mystery of God’s Revelation be exposed to
today’s Chinese culture and social situation under the context of
globalization, in a unique and general way so that it can be interpreted more
deeply in various Church disciplines at different levels.

To promote this theological mission, Issue No. 16 of the International
Journal of Catholic Studies (continued from Hong Kong Journal of
Catholic Studies) will have “Chinese Culture and Catholic Theology™ as its
Selected Topic. Catholic and non-Catholic scholars are welcome to share
your insights and send us your manuscripts. The deadline for submission is
September 30, 2024.

All submissions should be sent to: catholic@cuhk.edu.hk
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