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Chinese Emperor. The Hisotry of Jincheng shuxiang (1640), Monumenta Serica Monograph
Series (Nettetal: Sankt Augustin, 2007), p.62.
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[ Abstract] At the end of the Ming Dynasty, Huizhou ink merchant
Cheng Dayue published Chengshi moyuan, a book on ink sticks, within
which four Western copper engravings with Biblical themes were
reproduced into Chinese engravings. Cheng invited Matteo Ricci to write
explanations for those icons in Chinese and the Romanized pinyin for the

titles. Matteo Ricci called the collection “Bao xiang tu,” or literally
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“treasurable images.” It was the first time when Western religious icons
entered Chinese social publications in history and from then on, began the
development of Catholic painting arts in China as well as the exchange
between Chinese and Western arts.
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