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[ Abstract] A deed tax is a tax imposed by the government on contracts
made by private individuals; it is an ancient tax system and a tax category
in our country. The Catholic Church, as a religion, is strictly institutional.
Its expansion requires the purchase of property, which in turn requires the
execution of a contract and payment of a deed tax. This process enables the
acquisition to gain recognition within Chinese society. Matteo Ricci, as a
pioneer of the Chinese Catholic Church, was granted “public lands” twice
upon his initial arrival in Zhaoqing and Shaozhou in Guangdong Province.
He also obtained documents bearing “official seal” that served as transfer

certificates for land ownership. This marked the commencement of deed tax
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payments of the Chinese Catholic Church. Since then, Ricci’s experience
over the deed tax in China turned dramatic: He purchased a house in
Nanchang where ownership remained uncertain, causing him considerable
anxiety. He acquired two haunted houses separately in Nanjing and Beijing
in low price and paid the deed taxes smoothly. By tracing Ricci’s
northbound route in China, we can see that his experiences extended beyond
mere interaction with gentry and writing books to encompass diverse social
and economic activities. Interpreting Ricci’s experience from the
perspective of the deed tax sheds light on the actual circumstances
surrounding property deed paid by the Catholic Church during late Ming
Dynasty. Such insights hold significant value for deepening research into
the history of Chinese Catholicism and the history of Sino-Western cultural

exchange.
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