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[ Abstract] Where countless articles have been written about Matteo
Ricci’s contribution to cultural exchanges between the East and the West,
the Church proclaims him ‘“Venerable” is not based solely on his
contribution to cultural thoughts or the introduction of Western learning to
the Chinese but due to his saintly virtues that make him a worthy model for
Christians today. This article analyzes his virtues from 54 letters he left
behind. These letters were written by Ricci from 1580 in Cochinchina to
1609 in Beijing, primarily addressed to the Superior General of the Society
of Jesus and his confreres, while some were written to his father, brothers
and benefactors. From a human perspective, Matteo Ricci was an emotional
person who valued highly family affection and friendship. He was gentle
and kind, with a sense of justice. He was also a humble and loyal person
who did not engage in falsehoods. From a spiritual perspective, he had the
spirit of a missionary and was willing to work hard for evangelization, even
unto martyrdom, and finally worked until his death. He longed for the
conversion of the Chinese, and in nearly hopeless circumstances, he relied
entirely on the Lord. As a Jesuit, he obeyed his superiors. In his missionary
works, he demonstrated the spirit of Ignatian discernment by following the
guidance of the Holy Spirit. The saintly virtues displayed by the Venerable
served an exemplary model during his time and continue to provide

valuable insights for future generations.
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