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[Abstract] In Chapter 80 of Daodejing, Laozi proposed the concept of “a small
country with a small population,” describing an ideal society dominated by simple
and modest life. This concept makes many people think that Daoism is equivalent
to an ideology of reclusiveness. Daoist practice advocates the “immortal ways” that
stand aloof from the mortal earth, further strengthening this impression. In fact, the
Daodejing also has content related to the author’s concern about politics and society.

)

For example, Chapter 54 talks about how people live out “Dao,” starting from

29 <. EENT3

themselves to the “family,” “township,” “nation,” and even the “whole world.” Now
that human civilization has entered the information age, Daoist belief and culture
have also spread to the world along with the dissemination of Chinese culture. How
Daoism should respond to the rapid development of material civilization with the
wisdom of the true meaning of religion and how to communicate with different

civilizations and religions are important topics to explore.
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