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[Abstract] Although they grew up in Hong Kong, which is on the border of
mainland China and received a Western-style education, the early Chinese elites in
Hong Kong were still deeply influenced by Chinese cultural traditions. Internally,
they were like the traditional scholars: they took Confucian morality and ethics as
their tenet in life, and felt they had an inescapable responsibility to help the country
and benefit the people. Ho Kai and Hu Liyuan both graduated from The Government
Central School in Hong Kong. Ho Kai studied in Britian and gained dual
professional qualifications as a medical doctor and a lawyer, whereas Hu went
traveling after graduation. Hu had good diplomatic skills and was accomplished
with outstanding practicality and insight. Religiously, both were influenced by
Christianity, and Ho Kai even became a Christian faithful. Even so, their Chinese
scholarly sentiments had never been changed. This article, based on some of their
local activities and remarks, will explain that Confucianism is not only the starting
point of their thinking, but also embodied the Politeia (ideal country). In their view,
there is no fundamental contradiction between Confucianism and the ultimate value
of modernization. Instead, they complement each other. Therefore, when the whole
country had doubts about the tradition, and even wanted to overthrow it with
criticism, they rose to defend it. Ho Kai supported the passage of the “Song Wong
Toi Reservation Ordinance 1899,” so that the great Confucian scholars who were
frustrated with the mainland officialdom and the later survivors of the Qing Dynasty
could build an ideal cultural gathering place near the coast to sustain the cultural
legacies. He also supported the establishment of the Faculty of Arts of The
University of Hong Kong and stipulated that the university must focus on Chinese
language and literature education, helping to preserve a heaven for the promotion
of traditional classics. Hu Liyuan, on the other hand, constructed a unique theory of
the soul, integrating Confucianism into Buddhism, Taoism, and even reconciling
the teachings of Christianity, thus providing a modern religious interpretation to the
worship of heaven and the ancestors. They also promoted the basic structure of

Hong Kong's cultural construction. Although this city is mixed with Chinese and
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foreigners, Chinese tradition is always the foundation. Under this premise, people
can live in harmony despite diversity, and mutual respect is the foundation of

development.
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