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[Abstract] The history of the Christian monastic presence in 

China between the nineteenth and the twentieth century offers a 

peculiar, even if still neglected or undervalued, perspective on the 

process of inculturation of the Catholic Church in China in history. It 

basically shows that the process of development of Christian 

monasticism in the Chinese cultural context required a bold spiritual 

attitude of openness to the future and a willingness to accept the 

transformation of monastic forms that had been received from Western 

tradition. This paper reviews the main issues and tensions at stage in 

this process (formation, architecture, and canonical structures), with 

particular attention devoted to the case study of the Benedictine 

monastery of Xishan (Sichuan), in the first half of the twentieth 

century. 
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