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[Abstract] Longobardi’s 45 years of missionary work in China
had a far-reaching impact on the Chinese Catholic Church and on the
cultural exchanges between China and the West, not less than Matteo
Ricci. His treatise Traité sur Quelques Points de la Religion des
Chinois and Ricci’s De Christiana expeditione apud Sinas and The
True Meaning of the Lord of Heaven were equally crucial for Western
scholars to understand the nature of Chinese belief and to evaluate
Chinese culture. From these writings, one could also see the two
important Western missionaries had quite different views on the
missionary methods in China. Longobardi achieved good results in his
missionary work in Shaozhou and was praised by Matteo Ricci. He
later also became Ricci’s designated successor, even though Ricci
might not know that Longobardi did not accept his methodology. If
Matteo Ricci's The True Meaning of the Lord of Heaven was regarded
as the beginning of imploring “common ground” between Chinese and
Western cultures, then one might say that Longobardi’s Traité sur
Quelques Points de la Religion des Chinois opened the confrontation
of “differences” between the two civilizations. This article does not
intend to judge which of the two views or the two missionaries were
more worthy of affirmation. It is rather to point out that when two
major belief systems (civilization, culture) encounter, the discussion of
“common ground” and “differences” are equally important as both are

part of the “dialogue” with equal ideological values.
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