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[Abstract] The Paris Foreign Missions (MEP) is a missionary
society founded in Paris, France in 1658 to train local missionaries,
help establish local churches, and oversee overseas missions. In the
middle of the 19th century, the Catholic Apostolic Vicariate of
Manchuria was established and managed by the MEP. Unlike other
areas in China that have a Catholic tradition, there were few Catholic
missionaries involved in Manchuria before the 19% Century, while
Catholics in Manchuria were mostly Catholic immigrants from
Shandong and other provinces. At the backdrop of the revival of the
Catholic missionary movement in Europe in the 19 century, the MEP,
composed of French missionaries, became the main driving force for
the development of Catholicism in the Vicariate of Manchuria. In
northeastern China, there were a number of Catholic immigrant
villages remaining today, thanks to the work of these missionaries in
the 19" Century. They not only committed to the establishment of a
strict and orderly Church system for the establishment of Catholic
villages centered on local Catholic immigrant families, but also left a
large number of precious manuscripts. This article is based on the
author’s archival research and fieldwork of the Vicariate of Manchuria
under the MEP management in the past 10 years. It introduces the
MEP collections and classification of archives of the Vicariate of
Manchuria, and focuses on the interpretation of two types of
documents: 1) official church records 2) private manuscripts. Through
a historical analysis of these two types of documents, this article
attempts to sort out the development process of Catholicism in the
northeastern society, to discuss how to discover and utilize Church
materials, and how to use church records along with field research to

further promote Catholic research in China.
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