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[Abstract] “Folk literature” refers to various types of knowledge
carriers, such as contracts, inscriptions, genealogies and couplets,
which are deeply hidden in popular society. Some others are deeply
buried in collective memories, such as folk songs and ballads. Past
studies of Chinese Catholic history have been slanted towards
metaphysics, and mostly based on “official documents.” The use of
folk literature to make in-depth academic interpretation on the Chinese
Catholic history was rare. This article adopts the economic life of the
Chinese Catholic Church as the research object, with deeds, tax bills
and ballads as related examples, to interpret several characteristics in
the development of the Chinese Catholic history. As a new attempt in
academic research, the main purpose of this article is to explore
objectively and rationally, through special literatures, the development
and the rhythm of change after a heterogeneous culture has entered
China, and to provide more new historical sources, new perspectives

and new methods for research in this field.
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