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[Abstract] In the history of the Catholic Church in China,
especially regarding the studies of conflicts between the Church and
the society and of the Boxer Uprising during the 19" and 20" Centuries,
there are often entirely different views over their causes. This paper
attempts to examine the primary historical sources with examples of
the Nanchang incident in 1862-63, the Chongqing incident in 1863,
and the Shenquan [“spirit fists”] incident in Shandong in 1898 to show
that different types of historical materials and the credibility of
individual reporters could be tested after comparison. From this, one
could reconstruct the events, creating different but more credible
causal relationships. Through accumulating enough cases, one will be
able to correct the “stimulus-response model” that was prevalent in the
past discussions over those incidents and the Boxer Uprising; whereas,
the “anti-imperialist patriotic history perspective” is a viewpoint that
needs to be carefully reviewed and replaced with more realistic points

of view.
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