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1785 4 27 Aberdeenshire
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Anglo Chinese College

1 Rachel Cowie
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1819 The Two Friends 2

3

35 1822 6 2
37 4

2007

5

6

2 Daniel H. Bays, “Christian Tracts: The Two Friends,” in Suzanne Wilson
Barnett and John King Fairbank, eds.
Missionary Writings (Cambridge, Mass.
19 34.
3 (1823)
4 William
the Protestant Mission to China (Malacc
Morrison, Memoirs of the Rev. William
Robert Philip, The Life and Opinions of
to China (London: John Snow, 1840); P.
Milne,” International Bulletin of Missionary Research 25.4 (Oct 2001):
pp.173 178;

( 2005) 129 168
5

( 2007)
( 2007)

6

, Christianity in China: Early Protestant
: Harvard University Press, 1985), pp.

Milne, A Retrospect of the First Ten Years of
a: Anglo Chinese Press, 1820); Robert
Milne (Malacca: Mission Press, 1824);
the Rev. William Milne, D.D., Missionary
Richard Bohr, “The Legacy ofWilliam
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Brian Harrison, Waiting for China: The Anglo Chinese College at Malacca,
1818 1843, and Early Nineteenth century Missions (Hong Kong: Hong Kong
University Press, 1979).
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2007 8 19
10

memory of the Revd. William
t missionary to China,

under the auspices of the London Missionary

Sacred to the
Milne, D.D., Protestan

9 Sadayandy Batumalai, A History of Christ
Church Melaka (Melaka: Printed by Syarikat Percetakan Muncul Sistem Sdn.
Bhd., 2003).
10 William Milne, A Retrospect of the First Ten Years of the Protestant Mission to
China (Malacca: Printed at the Anglo Chinese Press, 1820), pp. 144 145.
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Society. For seven years he resided at this Settlement as Principal of the
Anglo Chinese College: superintending the education of Chinese and
Malay youths, composing useful and religious tracts in their
respective languages, and officiating in this Church as a faithful
minister of the Gospel of Christ, but the chief object of his labours in
co operation with the Revd. Robert Morrison, D.D. was the translation
of the earliest Protestant version of the Holy Scriptures in Chinese, in
which he rendered most valuable and efficient service. He was born in
the year 1785, in Kennethmont, Aberdeenshire, left England as a
missionary, 1812, and died in Malacca, June 2nd 1822, at the age of
thirty seven.

St Paul’s Hill
St Francis Xavier

1545 1546 1549

1552
Goa 11

11 Margaret Yeo, St. Francis Xavier: Apostle of the East
(London: Sheed & Ward, 1932); James Brodrick , Saint Francis Xavier,
1506 1552 (London : Burns Oates, 1952).
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12

12 “He [William Milne] and his wife Rachel were buried at Christ Church
Cemetery (now known as Dutch cemetery) at Fort Terrace.” Sadayandy
Batumalai, A History of Christ Church Melaka (Melaka: Printed by Syarikat
Percetakan Muncul Sistem Sdn. Bhd., 2003), p. 33.
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The Dutch Graveyard

This Graveyard was first
used at the last quarter of the
17th century. Presently 5
Dutch and 33 British Graves are sited within its compound.
This cemetery was used in two stages that is between
1670 1682 and later between 1818 1838.

When the British took over Malacca in 1795, they
initially used St. Paul’s Hill as their burial ground and only
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in 1818 did they began to make use of this cemetery. The
first British person to be buried here was Captain John Kidd,
caption of a ship while the last British person to be buried
was the wife of a British army officer 1838.

Most of the British buried here were army or naval
personnel. A number of wives of army officers were also
buried here. The grave that attracts the attention of most
visitors is the one that has a tall column on it in which two
army officers, who were killed during the war between the
British and Naning in
the interior of Malacca
in 1831 and 1832, were
buried.

This Graveyard has
been gazetted as
National Monument
under the Antiquities
Act, 1976.

1641
1641 1795

1795
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1670 338
1670 1682

1818 1838
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Anna Raynierse Van
Schoon Hoven 14

1795 1818 1818
John Kidd

The
Naning War,1831 1832 15

James White E. Y. Harding 161838

13 Kernial Singh Sandhu and Paul Wheatley, eds.,
Melaka: The Transformation of a Malay Capital, c. 1400–1980 (Kuala Lumpur:
Oxford University Press, 1983); Sarnia Hayes Hoyt, Old Malacca (Kuala
Lumpur: Oxford University Press, 1996); Barbara Watson Andaya and
Leonard Y. Andaya, A History of Malaysia (2nd ed.) (Honolulu: University of
Hawai’i Press, 2001).
14 1670 11 28 27
15 (Naning) 1832 (Negeri
Sembilan) 1829

•
(Abdul Said) 1831

1832
( )

http://tw.britannica.com/MiniSite/Article/id00042498.html.
16 1831 8 20 25 1832 3 29

24
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(Rachel)

Sophia Stevenson 171976

Rachel

Erected to the
memory of Rachel, wife of
the Rev. W. Milne, who
died at Clabang [sic.
Claybang], near Malacca,
March 20th, 1819, aged 35
years and 6 months,
having buried an infant
son and daughter, and
leaving behind her four
small children and an

affectionate husband, in whose breast her memory is
embalmed.

Her life was distinguished, as a child, by filial reverence;
as a Christian, by humble confidence; as a wife, by modest

17 1838 11 26 29
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submission; as a mother, by affectionate tenderness; and as a
member of society, by many exemplary virtues. She died in
hope of eternal life, through Jesus Christ.

The mortal remains of David Milne, who died 4th May,
1816, aged two days; and of Sarah Milne, who died 10th April,
1817, aged four days; are interred a little to the left of this
stone.

1819 3 20
3

21
John Ince

Why Do We Mourn Departed Friends

18

1822

19

18 Robert
Philip, The Life and Opinions of the Rev. William Milne, D.D., Missionary to China
(London: John Snow, 1840), p. 302.

LMS/Ultra Ganges/Incoming Letters Malacca, 1.3.C., William
Milne to the Directors, Malacca, 23 March 1819, the Council for World
Mission Archives.
19 LMS/Ultra
Ganges/Incoming Letters Malacca, 2.2.A., William Milne to the Directors,
Penang, 16 April 1822.
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20

9 21

1822 6 2 2
James Humphreys 22

4
23 George H

Huttmann Adriaan
Koek

24

20 “Imust hang on, till I see persons able to carry on the work. Make
haste and send them or I shall be gone before they come.” LMS/Ultra
Ganges/Incoming Letters Malacca, 2.2.A., William Milne to the Directors,
Penang, 17 April 1822.
21 (T. Beighton)

LMS/Ultra Ganges/Incoming Letters Malacca,
2.2.B., T. Beighton to G. Burder, Malacca, 10 June 1822.
22 “Nine days after his arrival at Malacca, on the 2nd of June, at 2
o’clock in the morning of the Sabbath, he breathed his last under the eye of Mr.
Humphreys who watched him and closed his eye lids. His mind was clear
and calm till the last.” LMS/South China/Incoming Letters, 2.2.B., Robert
Morrison to W. A. Hankey, Macao, 5 July 1822.
23 “On the 2nd of June, at four o’clock, P.M., his [William Milne] body was
carried from the Anglo Chinese College to the Dutch burying ground, and
laid in a vault which he had built for his wife and children.” Robert Morrison,
Memoirs of the Rev. William Milne, D.D. (Malacca: Printed at the Mission Press,
1824), p. 111.
24 Robert Morrison, Memoirs of the Rev. William
Milne, D.D. (Malacca: Printed at the Mission Press, 1824), p. 111

(British and Foreign Bible Society)
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David
Milne Sarah
Milne

25

(Religious Tract Society)
LMS/South China/Incoming Letters, 2.2.B., Robert Morrison to W. A. Hankey,
Macao, 5 July 1822 His widow [Eliza Armstrong Morrison],
Memoirs of the Life and Labours of Robert Morrison, D.D.; with Critical Notices of
his Chinese Works, by Samuel Kidd (London: Orme, Brown, Green, and
Longmans, 1839), vol. 2, pp. 159 161

( 2008)
362 363 “Read a letter
from the Rev. Dr. Morrison dated Canton 29th Oct 1822 announcing the death
of the Rev. Dr. Milne at Malacca on 2nd June 1822 in the 37 year of his age.”
Religious Tract Society Minutes of Executive Committee, 18 March 1823, p.
183, the United Society for Christian Literature Archives.
25 Brian Harrison, Waiting for China: The Anglo Chinese College at Malacca,
1818 1843, and Early Nineteenth century Missions (Hong Kong: Hong Kong
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University Press, 1979); Murray A. Rubinstein, The Origins of the
Anglo American Missionary Enterprise in China, 1807 1840 (Lanham, MD :
Scarecrow Press, 1996).
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pokok Melaka

(Melaka)

1460

1471

1

1 Valerie Hansen, Changing Gods in Medieval China,1127 1276 (Princeton
University Press), p.165. It says:”When people went on journeys and took up their
posts, they wanted to take their gods with them”.
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1511

2

(dinh)

2 Yip Hon Ming and Siumi Maria Tam, Tung Chung before after the New
Airport, An ethnographic and historical study of a community in Hong Kong (The
Antiquities and Monuments Office of the Leisure and Cultural Services
Department, Government of Hong Kong, 2005), p.221. It says: “the principal
temple is always the focal point of village alliance and the seat of social
leadership. Tung Chung’s Hau Wong Temple as a focal point of religious
activities was also a locus of socio political action”.
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On 28 September 1949 Parliament passed the Cheng
Hoon Teng Temple Incorporation Ordinance 1949 This
marked a historic milestone for the temple and the Chinese
community It meant that Cheng Hoon Teng Temple was
now officially sanctioned by an Act of Parliament
guaranteeing the temple s future and its role as guardian of
the community s spiritual and cultural heritage
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Malacca : an important strategic point to the development of 
Christianity in China and Southeast Asia 

Mando Anne Quinlat

The origin ofMalacca’s name (Melaka) was derived from the name
of a kind of tree commonly called pokok Melaka, which was grown in
Malay, as there had been the tradition of naming a place for its
geographical features.1 Malacca is located at the southern part of the
Malayan Archipelago as a coastal town. TheMalays are the traditionally
settlers and rulers of the land, many of them carry on rural occupations
as rubber tappers, fishermen or farmers. Itwas said that Parameswara, a
prince who sought sanctuary in this small fishing village after fleeing
from Sumatra in 13th century founded the Kingdom of Malacca. As
trading flourished in Malacca under his rule, the Indians and Chinese
gradually came to Malacca to trade, and the influence of Taoism,
Buddhism, Confucianism and Islam began to filter into Malacca in 14th

century. The convert of Parameswara as Muslim pushed the Islamic
faith to the summit; with it’s spreading throughout the whole Malayan
Archipelago, a century later Islam even became the national religion of
Malaysia.2 Malacca, by the end of the century, had already been referred
to as a great emporium of merchandise and affluence with its blooming
barter trade. This auspicious, flourishing trade in Malacca then attracted
the attention of the foreign powers in Europe.

1 Sarnia Hayes Hoyt, Old Malacca, Kuala Lumpur(New York: Oxford
University Press, 1993).
2 Robert Tan, Insight Pocket Guide: Malacca(Singapore: Hofer Press (Pte) Ltd.,
1991), p. 16.
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The foreign aggression of the Portuguese marked the beginning of a
long time colonization of Malacca on the hands of the foreign powers
with their soldiers, missionaries, traders and sailors into Southeast Asia.
In 1511, the Portuguese captured the city Malacca after a 10 day siege.
The Portuguese Admiral Alfonso D’ Albuquerque then built A Formosa,
a walled city where only lived the Portuguese while people of other
races lived outside of the walled city.3 Under their control on the port of
Malacca, the Spice trade was thus dominated and monopolized by the
Portuguese for 130 years. In addition, the Portuguese also brought
Catholicism to Malacca during their rule with different churches built in
those times.

When the Portuguese control of Malacca was weakened in the end
of 16th century, the Dutch began to reveal their growing interest to the
place, establishing the United East Indies Company (Vereenigde
Oostindische Compagnie, or VOC).4 The rivalry resulted a fierce battle
between the Portuguese and the Dutch starting off by the Dutch’s first
attack on Malacca in 1597.5 The surrender of the Portuguese came after
the five month siege from 1640 1641, the Dutch then successfully
acquired Malacca. The siege inflicted various damages to Malacca, not
only the walls and the fortress physically, but the Portuguese wealth
was drained away together with their withdrawal and also decreasing
population in Malacca. The VOC then monopolized the lucrative spice
trade.

3 Hoyt, pp. 30 35.
4 Hoyt, p. 44.
5 Tan, p. 17.
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The British were able to take control of Malacca from the hands of
the Dutch peacefully in 1795 with the Dutch fear of French taking over
the place. With the end of the French Revolution, Malacca was returned
to the Dutch according to the Treaty of Vienna. In 1824, Malacca was
exchanged for Bencoolen in Sumatra, transferred to the British under the
Anglo Dutch Treaty in 1825 so that Malacca, Penang and Singapore
formed the Straits Settlement of the English East India Company of
Calcutta in India.6 The security of the British trade route to China could
then be ensured. Malacca became a British Crown Colony with the
transfer of administration to the Colonial Office in London in 1867. 7

The British then introduced rubber and oil palm which turned out to be
the backbone of the country’s economy for nearly a century.
Anglicanism is also introduced.

The Portuguese writer Tome Pires who lived and worked in
Malacca in the early 16th century had declared that: “whoever is the
Lord of Meleka has his hand on the throat of Venice.”8 It is not without
reason that Malacca had been the target of foreign aggression for
centuries. The geographical location of the city in the Malacca Straits
central area, lies between the Pacific Ocean and the Indian Ocean,
between the Southwestern part of the South China Sea and the
Southeastern part of the Andaman Sea, thus connecting the two oceans.
The Strait is also a huge sea between its northwesternmost entrance of
Pulau Perak on Malaysian side and Diamond Point on Indonesian side,
and its southeasternmost entrance of Tahan Datok on Malaysian side

6 Hoyt, pp. 63 65.
7 Tan, p.17.
8 R.A Longmire, “Malacca and the Throat of Venice”, p. 179.
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and Tanjong Pergam on Indonesian side. Moreover, the Malacca Strait is
the shortest sea route between the two oceans so that it is thus crucial to
the navigation of accessing both oceans. 9 Spices were the most
important commodities traded between Europe and the East during the
period from 14th to 16th centuries. Malacca was the collecting point for
spices from the Spice Islands so that the trade there was lucrative. Trade
was thus being developed and profits were earned in this emporium. As
the European powers began to compete against each other for colonial
interests, the Portuguese soon noticed about Malacca’s geographical
advantage and therefore the potential profit that could be raised by
monopolizing the spice trade. The invasion of Portuguese into Malacca
started off the colonization of Malacca by different foreign powers from
then on.

On one hand, the geographical location of Malacca offers a gainful
trading port for the ruler of it; on the other hand, the location also
favored the ruler’s connection towards other Southeast Asian countries,
especially India and China. In this way, the colonial powers were able to
further their interests in different Asian countries, particularly in China
and India where the native resources were invaluable and novel to the
European colonists. That is, the Europeans regarded China and India as
both enormous, unwrought, profitable markets. And Malacca could
become the connecting halfway between the two countries. By
colonizing Malacca, the Portuguese was able to protect it’s trade by
building up fortresses and a walled city so that not only traders, sailors
came into the scene, but also soldiers. Moreover, due to the favorable

9 K.E. Shaw and G. Thomson George, The Straits of Malacca: in relation to the
Problems of the Indian and Pacific Oceans,(Singapore: University Education Press,
1973), pp. 5 11.
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geographical location of Malacca, missionaries also followed the traders
coming to preach Christianity to the local people, and further spreading
Christianity to other places in Asia.

The aims of the Portuguese were to monopolize the spice trade to
the Cape of Good Hope and also to Christianize the East. This was
because of the Portuguese long term rivalries with the Moorish, and the
defeat of Moorish domination by the Portuguese in the 13th century
brought about a “fanatical Christian zeal born of this long subjugation
developed into a crusade against Islam”.10 Missionaries then followed
the merchants to different Portuguese settlements in Asia and preached
the local people as there were a lot of “infidels” who were not yet
Christianized, therefore providing the missionaries with an enormous
number of potential converts.

Different with the Portuguese, the Dutch would like to deny the
geographical advantages of Malacca to their rivals. They didn’t hope to
face another fierce fighting originated from the colonial rivalry which
would inflict tremendous damage to the local environment that they
would have to rebuild afterwards. Moreover, the Protestant Dutch were
unmotivated to Christianize the native people in Malacca, although
some attempts were made due to conflicts between Catholics and
Protestants in Europe. Some of the Catholic churches were re dedicated
as Lutheran shrines, while the exercising of all other religions was
allowed. Eventually, religious freedom was proclaimed. 11 Like the
Portuguese, the main aim of the Dutch was therefore left for purely

10 Hoyt, pp.30 31.
11 Hoyt, pp. 48.
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commercial. The Dutch set up the VOC with its headquarters at Batavia
(Jakarta) to monopolize the trade in the Malacca Straits.

By the time when the British entered into the scene, it was in the
18th century, they began a new commercial driving into Southeast Asia.
In a way, the reason of the British colonization seemed to be more or
less the same with the previous two colonial powers—trade and
security. As the British East India Company was established, the British
founded Penang as their harbour in Southeast Asia, but they needed a
naval station to facilitate the opium and tea trade in China, also a naval
base to defend against the French, Malacca seemed a suitable choice for
its favorable location. When the British formally colonized Malacca,
Malacca, Singapore and Penang then formed an administrative and
political unit called the Straits Settlements. The East India Company
regarded the Straits Settlements as convenient ports of call on the trade
route to China.12

As mentioned above, together with the colonists and traders, the
Christian missionaries came to Malacca to preach their faith and began
to Christianize the East. The Jesuits, the Dominicans, the Franciscans,
the Augustinians subsequently came to begin their work in Malacca.
The legendary figure St. Francis Xavier as a Jesuit, came to Malacca, the
centre for missionary work in Southeast Asia at the time in the 16th

century. The Catholic Portuguese in Malacca mainly lived inside their
walled city, identifying themselves as gentle Kristang, Christian people.13

12 M. Manuel Teixeira, The Portuguese missions in Malacca and Singapore
(1511 1958) Volume II—Malacca, (Macau: Instituto Cultural De Macau, 1987),
p. 101.
13 Hoyt, p. 40.
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Inside the walls are palaces, assembly halls, hospitals and churches. In
1521, the Portuguese built St. Paul’s Church on the crown of the hill
with stones from the demolished foundations of the Melaka Sultanate
palace. Even though a number of churches were built during the
Portuguese rule, yet the actual number of converts was not as expected
a large number. This is because before the appearance of the Christian
faith in Malacca, there has been a popular belief of the Islamic and
Buddhist faiths which were significant in Malaccan culture. In addition,
as the Portuguese mostly lived inside the walled city, their religious
customs could hardly influence the locals when there was not much
communications between the foreigners and the locals.

With the religious movements in Europe resulted in a significant
shift of power and influence in Europe, the situation in Malacca was
also affected. When the Protestant Dutch took over Malacca after the
defeat of the Catholic Portuguese, apart from reconstructing the
damages made during the siege, there was also certain kind of
oppression towards the Catholic faith. In 1666, the zealous Dutch
Governor Bort sent order to tell Catholics to give up their faith. And a
Jesuit traveler also proclaimed that the Dutch allowed the exercise of all
other religion except the Catholic one. The Dutch even re dedicated
some Catholic churches into the Lutheran shrines. So, other religious
faiths were permitted without forcing them to change their belief or
Christianizing them, Islam, Taoism, Buddhism and Confucianism were
thus remained. Chinese Temples and Muslim Mosques were built
accordingly, such as the Cheng Hoon Teng Temple. And eventually in
the 1702, the Dutch proclaimed religious freedom in Malacca so that the
Roman Catholic churches were built, like St. Peter’s Church and St.
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Francis Xavier’s Church. 14 The number of Christian converts then
steadily grew.

Photos taken during the trip 

When compared to the previous two colonial powers in Malacca,
the British put less attention to the city carrying out the non intervention
policy in the early period. Before formally colonizing Malacca, the
British viewedMalacca as only the feeder port of Singapore and Penang.
However, after 1867, much efforts were put to the economic perspective
of Malacca in hopes of counterbalancing the financial deficit left by the
Dutch rulers. The tapioca plantations were introduced to the locals to

The Church of St. Francis Xavier was built 
after the Dutch proclaimed religious 
freedom. 

St. Paul’s Church built on 1521 
by the Portuguese, later its 
roof was pulled down by the 
Dutch. 

14 Tan, p.17.
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improve the financial condition of Malacca. Anglicanism was
introduced through different ways, for instance, in the British built
schools. There were also Anglican churches being built in the British
colonization period.

For the spreading of Christianity in the East, Malacca became a
halfway stopover for the missionaries traveling from the nearby states.
As the European missionaries usually followed merchants and traders
to come to the East, Malacca as an emporium thus became an
important centre for the missionaries to preach. With the favorable
geographical location of Malacca, the missionaries were able to further
their mission towards the places nearby, especially India and China
with many potential converts. Malacca was important to the spread of
Christianity in the East; it could be regarded as the threshold of Asia
for the missionaries to access other Asian countries in the 16th century.
Both St. Francis Xavier and Robert Morrison had come to Malacca
before they were able to step on the land of China, even though one
failed and one succeeded in preaching in China. However, their
examples proved that Malacca was crucial to the development of
Christianity in the Southeast Asia and China. Moreover, the church in
Malacca could also be regarded as a modal and a pioneering
experience of preaching in Asia.
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A Touch of Colors in Malacca - Mosaic of Tiles 

Mayella Cheung

With more than five centuries of cultural richness blending
influences from the East and West, Malacca offers an array of
distinctive flare and colors. During the 4 day visit there, one of the
“colors” which captured my attention and interests were from the
colorful mosaic tiles visibly displayed in the much historical
architecture in Malacca.

I saw marble tiles integrated in private houses, churches, temples
and cemetery. Dutch tiles were found in the roof of Christ Church. The
exterior and interior footways of St. Peter’s Church of the Church of St.
Francis Xavier were all tiled with beautiful decorations. Even at Hotel
Puri, a formally Peranakan residential
house, was filled with charming and
stylish cross cultural tile patterns. It was
fascinating to see the extraordinary
variety of patterns and colors illustrated
in these sophisticated tile design.

Mosaic tiles are made of colored
ceramic sections, cut in segments and
arranged to form geometric patterns.
Laid on single tile or composite tile
patterns, it adds color and vibrancy to any space. Patterns include
geometric arrangements of circles, parallel lines, and diagonals. Some
are in floral, fruits or animal patterns. For interior design, mosaic tiles
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are found in walls, floors, ceilings,
exterior tile pavements are a common

window skirting etc.; whereas
scene in Malacca’s historical

structures.

This picture was taken outside
the Church of St. Francis Xavier. A
group of tiles with the corner designs
combine with neighboring tiles to
form an octagonal pattern in the
pavement.

Built in 1849 by a French Father P.
Fabre, the Church of St. Francis Xavier
is considered as French Neo Gothic
architecture. From historical record, in
around 1920, original tiles of its floor
were removed and floor was cemented, with the exception of the
centre aisle and the sanctuary, which were paved with tiles of the same
type as those seen in the entrance.

Inside the Hotel Puri, a previously wealthy Perinakan house, tile

Tile mosaic found inside the 
Church of St. Francis Xavier, 
laid down in “carpet” pattern.  
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art is displayed prominently in its inner designs. Obviously, Chinese,
Malay, renaissance, English, Dutch, and Flowers and fruits are also a
popular motif in Dutch tiles.

‘

A tile flooring at Hotel Puri. Basic
blocks of color were a popular feature of Gothic

The central blue color
stylized cross and corner
rosettes of this tile is an replica
of a tile designed by Pugin,
who in his book “The True
Principe of pointed or
Christian Architecture”
published in 1841, declared
that “Gothic, with its emphasis

geometric patterns made from
Revival decoration.
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on pattern, was the only worthy decorative style because its origins were
rotted in Christian medieval society.”

Cheng Hoon Teng temple is the oldest Chinese temple in
Malaysia. Founded some 300 years ago, the temple is a splendid
example of Chinese architecture.

Curved roof ridges and
eaves are decorated with
Chinese figures of animals,
birds and flowers.

Apart from the very fine

corated with colorful ceramic

I was not able to find
any documented material on
the tile art history in Malacca.
But with the extensive
trading connections to the
west, presumably the use of
ornamental tiles could have
been imported to Malacca

during its colonial years under the rule of Portuguese, Dutch and

cared details in wood and
stone, a lot of porcelain
Chinese tiles are being
displayed as decorations.

Chinese cemeteries are richly de
tiles.
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British. The Portuguese built the St. Peter s Church in 1710; the Dutch
built the Christ Church in 1741 53. During these periods, ornamental
tiles were popular and being widely used in many European countries
and Holland had already become a prominent centre in the tilemaking
and Dutch Delftware.

Tile production in most of Europe started around the second half
of the twelfth century. Decorative floor tiles appeared in churches,
royal palaces, and homes of the wealthy.

By the seventeenth century, tilemaking in northern Europe had
moved from Flanders to Holland…… Delft had become the leaders in
European tile production.

“The pattern and coloring of the earliest tiles were influenced by
Spanish and Italian production…… The tiler s art reached its peak in
England.

1,000 Tiles: Ten Centuries of Decorative Ceramics , 2004
Chronicle Books

Back in the 17th century Britain, Sir Henry Wooton once wrote in
The Elements of Architecture describing mosaic as an ornament in
truth of much beauty, and long life, but of most use in pavements and
floorings.

Tiles are not just decorative and aesthetical, but also practical and
hygienic. The glazed surfaces are cooling and can be kept clean easily.
This is functionally convenient to hot climate places. And in sites such
as churches and temples, tile pavement can also minimize wear and
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tear caused by heavy foot traffic.

In the historical record on architecture of Malacca, tile art might be
a feature easily neglected. But I think with proper conservation of such
tile art, it is also a way of preserving the history of Malacca. One might
find clues to the social and cultural heritage of Malacca and its ties to
the outside world through the extraordinary diversity and extensive
usage of mosaic tiles over the past several centuries.
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(Ignatius Loyola)
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